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Billy  Graham  and  Kim  11  Simg:  odd  friendship  made  in  heaven? 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  On 
the  surface,  it  seems  one  of  the 
strangest  friendships  since  John 
the  Baptist  entertain^  Herod  with 
his  thundering  sermons. 

Billy  Graham,  Christian  evan- 
elist  and  man  of  God.  Kim  II 
ung,  commimist  dictator  and  sec¬ 
ular  “god”  of  North  Korea. 

Graham  visited  Kim  —  for  the 
second  time  —  during  a  late-Janu- 
ary  trip  the  Southern  Baptist 
preacher  took  to  North  Korea. 
Their  three  hours  together  includ¬ 
ed  a  “delightful  luncheon,” 
according  to  Graham,  and  discus¬ 
sion  of  religious  and  political 
issues. 

Kim  “can  be  tough  but  be  has  a 
tender  place  in  his  heart,”  Graham 
said.  The  evangelist  is  reading 
Kim’s  autobiography  (he’s  up  to 
volume  four),  and  claims  it  “reads 
like  a  novel.  You  can’t  put  it 
down.” 

Perhaps  that’s  because  Kim’s 
book  is  a  novel.  No  one  in  the 
West  knows  the  actual  events  of 
his  long  life,  which  is  shrouded  in 
*  heroic  myth  and  legend.  Few 
i  Western  heads  of  state  have  met 
I  Kim  even  once.  He  rarely  leaves 
^  his  capital,  Pyongyang,  and 

!  receives  few  emissaries  from 

democratic  nations. 

Yet  the  man  who  has  ruled 
North  Korea  absolutely  for  half  a 
century,  who  crushed  the  once- 
vibrant  churches  there,  who  creat¬ 
ed  a  personality  cult  rivaling 
Mao’s  and  Stalin’s,  who  helped 
start  the  Korean  War  and  regularly 
threatens  a  new  one  —  this  man 
has  warmly  welcomed  evangelical 
Christianity’s  most  famous 
spokesman  not  once  but  twice. 

-What’s  more,  Graham  deliv¬ 
ered  a  private  message  from  Presi¬ 


dent  Bill  Qinton  to  Kim  —  as  he 
carried  one  from  President  George 
Bush  two  years  ago  —  and  relayed 


By  Erich  Bridges 

Kim’s  reply  to  Clinton. 

Graham  himself  stressed  that 
be  went  not  as  a  diplomat  or 


politician  but  as  a  private  citizen 
and  a  ChristiatL 

“One  of  my  reasons  for  going 
at  this  time  was  to  express  my 
concern  for  peace  in  the  region 
and  to  make  whatever  small  con¬ 
tribution  I  could  to  better  relations 
between  our  two  nations,”  be  said 
during  a  post-trip  press  conference 
in  Hong  Kong.  “I  do  not  pretend 
to  know  the  exact  formula  for 
solving  the  present  tensions.” 

Still,  the  Wall  street  Journal 
observed  in  an  editorial,  it  is 
“notable  that  Mr.  Kim  would  use  a 
man  of  God  to  convey  a  message 
to  President  Clinton.”  Kim  could 
have  chosen  any  number  of  other 
worid  leaders,  ^plomats,  or  third 
governments  through  which  to 
communic^e. 

While  in  North  Korea,  Graham 
was  once  again  allowed  to  preach. 
He  also  lectured  students  and 
teachers  at  the  Kim  D  Sung  Uni¬ 
versity  in  Pyongyang,  spoke  to 
1,000  people  at  the  Gr^t  People’s 
Study  House  (North  Korea’s  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  Library  of  Congress), 
and  was  interviewed  on  national 
television. 

Information  from  a  society  as 
closed  as  North  Korea’s  emerges 
in  bits  and  pieces. 

The  following  are  a  few  such 
fragments,  as  reported  by  a  Christ¬ 
ian  expert  on  Nortii  Korea; 

—  Hunger  is  increasing  in  the 
countryside  because  of  antiquated 
agricultural  methods,  mismanage¬ 
ment,  bad  weather,  poor  harvests, 
and  the  loss  of  preferential  eco¬ 
nomic  treatment  from  Russia  and 
China 

Pyongyang,  the  capital,  “is  a 
showcase  city  and  people  there  are 
generally  better  fed,”  said  the 
expert.  “But  you  get  out  of 


Pyongyang  and  there  is  a  great 
d^  of  near-frunine.” 

A  recent  North  Korean  defector 
told  news  reporters  petmle  in  some 
areas  were  eating  boiled  animal 
feed  with  com  a^  beans  mixed 
in.  “That  is  more  than  poverty,” 
the  e^qrert  said. 

—  Persistent  repru^  of  dem-  " 
onstrations  and  unrest  in  some 
areas  are  at  least  partially  true.  But 
the  unrest  probably  results  from 
growing  hunger,  not  a  drive  for 
freedom.  “North  Korean  people 
have  been  without  freedom  so 
long,  1  think  they’ve  forgotten 
what  freedom  is,”  said  the  observ¬ 
er.  “All  they  know  is  a  controlled 
society.” 

—  The  few  open  churches 
remain  tightly  controlled,  but 
secret  house  churches  continue  to 
meet  and  multiply,  “some  back  up 
in  the  mountain  valleys,  some  in 
the  larger  cities.” 

At  least  30,000  Christians  and 
perhaps  as  many  as  l.S  million 
live  in  North  Korea,  one  Korean- 
American  Christian  estimated  last 
year.  Another  count  estimated 
Christians  number  about  200,000 
—  or  1%  of  the  p<^ulation. 

—  Bibles  are  going  into  North 
Korea.  “It’s  slow,  maybe  one  or 
two  at  a  time,  but  they  are  going 
in.” 

What  is  now  North  Korea  was 
once  the  heart  of  Korean  Chris¬ 
tianity.  Pyongyang  was  known  as 
“the  Jerusalem  of  the  East” 

But  Christianity  was  sup¬ 
pressed  there  after  Korea  divided 
and  communists  took  over  follow¬ 
ing  World  War  II.  Many  believers  * 
fl^  south,  died  under  persecution, 
or  were  killed  during  the  Korean 
War. 

Bridges  writes  for  FMB. 


ODD  FRIENDSHIP  —  Billy  Graham  is  greeted -by  North  Korean  leader 
Kim  II  Sung,  right,  during  Graham's  recent  visit  to  the  hard-line  commu¬ 
nist  nation.  They  became  acquainted  during  the  evangelist’s  first  trip  to 
North  Korea  two  years  ago.  On  the  sur^ce,  it  seems  a  strange  friendship: 
Graham,  Christian  evangelist,  and  Kim  II  Sung,  communist  dictator.  Their 
three  hours  together  included  a  “delightful  luncheon,”  according  to  Gra¬ 
ham,  and  discussion  of  religious  and  political  issues.  Graham,  who  car¬ 
ried  a  message  to  Kim  from  President  Bill  Clinton,  also  was  allowed  to 
preach  and  lecture  university  students  in  North  Korea.  (BP  photo) 
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Jackson  native  Ifigh  Redmon  and  his  wife,  Deborah,  are 
appointed  by  die  SBC  Foreign  Mission  Board  as  missionar¬ 
ies  to  Venezuela.  Both  are  children  of  missionaiies  serving 
in  Ivory  Coast. 


The  final  bucket  of  concrete  is  poured  into  the  si^rstruc- 
ture  of  the  new  Mississippi  Baptist  Hospital  facility  in  Jack- 
son,  just  across  State  Street  from  the  venerable  old  hospital 
complex. 


Churches  are  urged  to  ignore  a  federal  government 
wartime  request  to  move  church  services  to  6  a.m.  so  mem- 
_  .  ben  can  woik  a  full  day  in  the  cotton  fields  on  Sunday. 

SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  HISTORIC,^ . 
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Editor’s  NoTFumK 

Marching  toward  the  21st  century 


:Guy  Henderson 


The  Executive  Committee  of 
the  SBC  met  last  week  conducting 
the  convention  business  in  a  flurry 
of  committees  and  several  plenary 
sessions.  The  “gallery”  atterxlarKe 
was  down  this  year  aixl  the  spirit 
and  attitude  seemed  to  follow  suit. 

>  The  big  guns  were  turned  on 
the  Armuity  Board  as  they  seek  to 
divest,  “in  orderly  fashion,”  equi¬ 
ties  in  any  company  promoting 
abortion.  The  Armuity  Board  had 
its  hands  slapped  for  providing 
services  beyond  the  denomina¬ 
tion...  such  as  to  Mid- America 
Seminary,  Criswell  College,  and 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 
officials. 

The  78-member  committee  also 
wants  the  SBC  to  decide  yea  or 
nay  on  monies  coming  to  the  SBC 
boards  and  agencies  through  the 
CBF.  Several  agencies,  irKluding 
the  Home  Mission  Board,  have 
previously  stated,  “We’ll  take  it 
from  any  source.”  Others  see  it  as 
being  a  bit  hypocritical  to  attack 
them  and  then  say,  “We  will,  how¬ 
ever,  take  your  money.” 

The  penalty  flag  was  thrown  on 
the  Baptist  World  Alliance  for 
inviting  Keith  Parks,  former  For¬ 
eign  Mission  Board  leader,  to 
address  a  BWA-sponsoied  coi^r- 
ence  in  Cyprus,  and  the  motion 
was  made  to  deduct  $20,000  from 
BWA  budget  allocation  as  a 
protest.  Never  mind  the  autonomy 


of  other  B^tist  bodies,  nor  that 
the  convention  and  pastors  confer¬ 
ence  have  invited  former  President 
Bush  and  Jerry  Falwell  in  the  past. 
Keith  Parks  is  as  sound  l»blically 
as  any  Southern  Biq>tist.  Grateful¬ 
ly,  the  motion  was  defeated,  but 
even  in  defeat  it  cast  a  long  shad¬ 
ow. 

Morris  Chapman  gave  an 
upbeat  address  on  running,  not 
merely  accidentally  falling,  into 
the  next  century.  A  great  pilot- 
video  called  “News  Matrix”  was 
presented  but  funding  is  doubtful. 
It  may  be  too  much  of  an  SBC 
vanity  piece  for  the  secular  net¬ 
works,  but  it  carries  a  good  mes¬ 
sage  if  we  can  get  it  09  &  air. 

C.  Barry  McCarty,  the  Church 
of  Christ  parliamentarian,  has 
been  signed  for  the  three-day 
Orlando  convention.  He  has  been 
on  the  SBC  platform  for  a  decade 
or  so.  We’ve  paid  him  $10,000  to 
$16,000  per  year,  but  now  budgets 
are  shaky  arid  McCarty  will  have 
to  settle  for  $10,000  this  year. 
Sorry  about  that,  C.  Barry. 

If  you  love  efficiency,  this 
meeting  would  have  gained  your 
applause.  There  were  multitudi¬ 
nous  motions  and  not  a  dissenting 
^'vote.  Committees  bad  discussed 
each  motion  thoroughly  and  that  is 
tantamount  to  Executive  Commit¬ 
tee  approval.  SBC  President  Ed 
Young  took  the  closing  portion  to 


report  on  the  work  of  the  nine  task 
forces  be  appointed  in  1992. 
Young  quoted  one  part  of  the 
report  admonishing  the  SBC  to 
work  aggressively  to  change  the 
slant  of  the  media  (state  Baptist 
papers).  There  should  be  no  inves¬ 
tigative  reporting.  Leave  the  knots 
on  the  log  alone.  Don’t  report  any 
negatives  and  “cover  thy  brothers’  ^ 
nakedness”  according  to  the 
Word. 

Had  the  biblical  writers  heeded 
this  we  would  know  nothing  of 
Abraham’s  lying,  David’s  adul¬ 
tery,  Peter’s  denial,  or  Paul  and 
Barnabas’  sharp  contentions.  The 
Bible  records  it  as  it  happened, 
warts  and  all.  I  know  of  no  editor 
who  delights  in  reporting  the 
faults  of  an  agency  or  a  brother. 
Better  it  is  to  confess  it,  report  it, 
and  forsake  it,  than  to  sweep  it 
under  the  transparent  rug  of 
obscurity. 

Young  was  on  target  in  declar¬ 
ing  we  need  a  clear  strategy  to 
reach  our  cities.  The  Home  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  is  making  headway  in 
this  area,  but  we  still  have  a  long 
way  to  go.  Young  said  he  prays 
faithfully  for  President  Bill  Clin¬ 
ton;  however,  bis  ideas  on  abor¬ 
tion,  free  condoms,  and  free  nee¬ 
dles  are  anti-family  arxl  contrary 
to  what  the  Bible  teaches.  This 
nakedness,  Mr.  President,  must 
not  be  covered. 


Guest  Opinion.., 


Churches  shouldn’t  ship  out  problems 


By  Lynn  P.  Clayton 


The  articles  in  this  (Feb.  17) 
issue  of  the  Baptist  Message 
about  the  sexual  misconduct  of 
some  ministers  are  disturbing  and 
disheartening.  We  should  not 
allow  the  information  in  these  arti¬ 
cles  to  obscure  the  fact  that  the 
overwhelming  percentage  of  min¬ 
isters  conduct  their  ministries 
without  falling  prey  to  the  excep¬ 
tionally  strong  temptations  for 
sexual  misconduct  their  work 
(daces  u{)on  them. 

But,  ministerial  sexual  mis¬ 
conduct  does  occur.  What  are 
church  leaders  to  do  when  they 
suddenly  ex|)erience  the  nightmare 
of  discovering,  that  beyond  doubt, 
their  church’s  minister  has 
engaged  in  sexual  misconduct? 

Some  churches  not  only  fire  the 
minister,  they  do  everything  they 
can  to  destroy  him  emotionally, 
spiritually,  and  vocationally,  now 
and  for  the  future. 

Some  churches  allow  the  min¬ 
ister  to  quickly  find  another  (dace 
of  service,  without  the  sexual  mis¬ 
conduct  becoming  known’ except 
to  a  few  church  insiders. 


The  most  common  way  of  deal¬ 
ing  with  the  ()erson  is  dismissal,  or 
at  least  immediate  forced  resigna¬ 
tion,  but  the  reason  is  ke()t  quiet, 
exce(>t  fOT  gossip  and  rumors. 

In  choices  two  and  three,  the 
congregation  passes  a  tragic  (>rob- 
lem  on  to  another  unsos{)ecting 
church.  The  minister  usually  finfi.< 
another  place  of  service  without 
the  new  congregation  knowing  it 
may  well  have  a  minister  wi£  a 
prc^nsity  for  sexual  misconduct. 
Indeed,  in  a  high  percentage  of 
incidents,  the  minister  re{)eats  his 
offense.  Certairdy,  generalizations 
are  dangerous,  but  one  can  say  in  a 
troubling  percentage  of  cases, 
ministers  who  have  committed 
sexual  improprieties,  and  who 
receive  no  sutetantial  (jsychologi- 
cal  and  spiritual  counseling,  too 
frequently  commit  the  same 
offense  again. 

What  should  a  church  do  when 
its  minister  is  involved  in  sexual 
misconduct? 

As  an  organization  existing  to 
make  tangible  Jesus  Christ,  the 
church  should  strive  to  demon¬ 


strate  Christ-like  compassion  and 
redemption,  including  dealing 
firmly  and  responsibly  with  the 
person.  Forcing  a  minister  to 
change  locations  is  not  an  a(^ro- 
priate  ies{>onse,  nor  is  trying  to 
coimletely  destroy  the  man. 

Iw  issue  is  frequently  com¬ 
plex.  Friends  (Quaker)  writer 
Richard  J.  Foster  writes  convinc¬ 
ingly  in  his  best  selling  book. 
Money,  Sex  and  Power,  that  sex¬ 
ual  miscoixhict  is  fueled  not  only 
by  (diysical  drives,  but  by  tempta¬ 
tion  to  gain  power  and  control 
over  anc^r  perscm.  A  shortsight¬ 
ed  or  naive  iqrproacb  to  the  ()rob- 
lem  will  not  suffice. 

When  a  minister  is  (rroven  (the 
emphasis  here  is  on  proven,  not 
just  accused)  to  have  committed 
sexual  misconduct,  be  should  be 
relieved  of  his  ministerial  req)oo- 
sibilities.  The  leadership  of  the 
church  —  emcially  (}e(^le  who 
might  be  called  for  recommenda¬ 
tions  by  church  search  committees 
—  should  know,  with  appropriate 
confidentiality,  why  the  (lerson 
resigned,  so  they  can  tell  the 


^*So  much  for  plea  bargaining.^* 


The  FRAGMENTS: 


The  enemy 


A  Christian  from  Central 
Anterica  lived  for  a  short  time  in 
the  States.  He  was^ii^ed,  “What  is 
the  most  difficult  tning  in  living  a 
Christian  life  in  America?” 

He  didn’t  hesitate,  but  said, 
“Here  it  is  very  difficult  to  identify 
the  enemy.” 

This  statement  smacks  of  a 
weak,  anemic  church  trying  to  be 
at  {)eace  with  the  world.  Have  we 
watered  down  the  gos{)eI  so  much 
that  the  world  can  easily  accept 


us  now? 

“Do  not  love  the  world  or  the 
things  in  the  world.  If  anyone  loves 
the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is 
not  in  him”  (1  John  2:15). 

Ha.s  our  walk  and  our  talk 
become  so  diluted  and  polluted 
that  we  are  indistinguishable  from 
those  around  us? 

As  Harold  T.  Bryson  wrote  in 
his  book  Increasing  the  Joy, 
“Will  the  real  Christian  please 
standT’  —  GH 


church  that  calls  for  recommenda¬ 
tions. 

The  church’s  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  as  well  as  the  director  of  its 
convention  church/minister  rela¬ 
tions  office  should  know  for  the 
same  reasons. 

The  church,  working  with  the 
association  aixl  the  state  conven¬ 
tion,  should  do  all  within  its  (X)wer 
to  insist  that  the  minister,  and 
(trobably  his  wife,  enter  extensive, 
long-range  counseling  and 
accountability.  The  church  should 
make  clear  to  the  minister  that  it 
will  not  cover  op  the  problem  if 
another  church  c^  a^  not  par¬ 
ticipate  in  perpetuating  these 
tragedies. 

When  a  minister  fails,  his 
church  could  go  the  extra  mile  of 


redefn()tion  by  offering  to  pay  for 
s(nritual  and  emotional  thei^>y  the 
minister  and  his  family  will  need. 
Then,  if  therapy  and  accountability 
are  completed,  the  church  can 
re|>ort  that  along  with  the  negative. 

Should  a  minister  who  has 
committed  adultery  be  considered 
by  a  church?  In  the  BafHist  way  of 
doing  things,  every  congregation 
must  make  its  own  decision.  But 
surely,  for  God’s  sake  and  the  sake 
of  his  churches,  before  entertain¬ 
ing  that  kind  of  recommendation, 
the  minister  would  have  gone 
throu^  extensive  counseling  and 
accountability  and  have  amply 
proven  himself  over  an  extended 
(teriod  of  time. 

Clayton  is  editor,  Louisiana 
BAPTIST  MESSAGE. 
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THE  SECOND  FRONT  PAGE 


Baptist  women  volunteers  were 
activated  for  the  first  time  as  the 
newly-formed  disaster  relief  team 
of  the  Mississirai  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  (WMU)  was  called 
into  service  after  an  early  February 
ice  storm  ravaged  the  northwest 
portion  of  the  state. ' 

The  team’s  new  Itasca  motor 
home,  fully  self-contained  and 
equipped  to  support  a  sizable  con¬ 
tingent  of  women  volunteers,  also 
rolled  into  a  disaster  area  for  the 
first  time,  according  to  state  WMU 
Director  Marjean  Patterson. 

Patterson  said  the  unit  left  its 
storage  facility  at  Camp  Garaywa 
in  C^ton  on  Feb.  1 1  and  joined 
the  Enterprise  Church  disaster 
relief  feeding  unit  in  GreenviUe. 

The  women  moved  to  Qeve- 
land  a  few  days  later  when  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptists’  18-wheel  mobile 
kitchen  arrived  there  after  three 
weeks  of  feeding  Californians  left 
homeless  by  the  Jan.  17  earth¬ 
quake  in  Los  Angeles,  she  added. 

“The  women  were  mostly  help¬ 
ing  get  Red  Cross  Emergency 
Response  Vehicles  (ERV)  orga¬ 
nized  and  loaded  with  me^s  for 
delivery  to  people  affected'by  the 
ice  storm.  They  were  all  working 
without  electricity,’’  Patterson 
said. 

Some  of  the  women  also 
accompanied  the  ERV  units  into 
the  field  to  help  distribute  the 
meals,  she  pointed  out 

Patterson  said  the  women  vol¬ 
unteers  were  very  pleased  with  the 
working  relationship  that  quickly 
developed  between  themselves 


atkl  the  male  volunteers  who  have 
staffed  the  huge  mobile  kitchen  for 
years. 

“We  were  ^tified  by  the  wel¬ 
come  we  received  from  the  men. 
We  want  this  unit  to  be  a  part  of 
the  total  Mississippi  Baptist  disas¬ 
ter  relief  program,  and  we  were 
pleased  that  ^  men  and  women 
meshed  so  weU,’’  she  said. 

Jan  Cossitt,  consultant  in  the 
Mississip^  WMU  Department  and 
staff  coordmator  for  women’s  dis¬ 
aster  relief,  said  the  motor  home 
proved  functional  on  its  first  real- 
Ufe  tesp)onse. 

“We  found  it  very  useful.  If 
there’s  nothing  available  (electric- 
ty  and  other  utilities),  we  can  still 
function,’’  she  said. 

Patterson  said  WMU  plans  to 
ge^  more  women  trained  in  time 
for  the  next  disaster  relief 
re^MHise,  esp)ecially  in  the  crucial 
areas  of  child  care,  nursing,  and 
clothing  distributioa 

Patterson  also  scaled  to  B^ 
tists  for  heto  in  paying  off  tire  firial 
p)ottion  of  the  debt  inoirted  to  pur¬ 
chase  the  women’s  motor  home. 

“The  balance  on  the  motor 
h<Hiie  is  about  $26,500.  The  motor 
home  is  now  in  service,  atKl  we’d 
like  to  pay  it  off  as  soon  as  we 
can,’’  she  said. 

To  make  a  contribution  or  to 
get  more  information  on  women’s 
disaster  relief,  contact  Cossitt  at 
Mississippi  WMU  Department, 
MBCB,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530;  phone,  (601) 
968-3800. 

(See  related  item,  page  9) 


MC  trustees  narrow  seeirch 


Mississippi  College  trustees 
ezpect  to  name  a  prermanent  presi¬ 
dent  for  the  Clinton-based  school 
by  the  end  of  March,  according  to  a 
repxnt  pjublished  in  the  Feb.  24  edi¬ 
tion  of  The  Clinton  News  newsp)a- 
per.' 

The  article,  written  by  Maybelle 
G.  Cagle,  (puoted  Interim  President 
Rory  Lee  as  saying  that  trustees 
have  reduced  the  list  of  s^licants 
to  12-15  people  with  the  help  of  a 
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Annuity  Board  faces  double 
threat  by  Exec*  Committee 


Dellanna  O’Brien  (right),  executive  director  of  the  Southern  Baptist^ 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  (WMU),  dons  a  Mississippi  Baptist  disaster 
relief  cap  and  jacket  to  help  an  unidentified  woman  in  Cleveland  fill  drink 
containers  during  the  recent  Delta  ice  storm  disaster  re  ief  response.  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptists  supplied  thousands  of  meals  to  stranded  Deltans,  and 
the  state  WMU’s  newly-formed  disaster  relief  unit  was  activated  for  the 
first  time.  (Photo  by  Marjean  Patterson) 

WMU  disaster  relief 
marks  first  activation 

By  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


Washington,  D.C.  consulting  finn, 
Hedridt  and  Straggles. 

Lee,  who  has  teld  a  number  of 
p>ositioos  during  his  22  years  at  the 
Biqptist-affiliated  college  and  is  a 
candidate  for  the  president’s  job, 
was  named  interim  president  in 
August  of  1993  after  then-president 
Lewis  Nobles  resigned  uclder  pres¬ 
sure  amid  allegations  of  embezzle¬ 
ment.  Nobles’  case  is  pending  in 
federal  court  in  Jacksoa 


NASHVILLE  (ABP)  —  The 
Arumity  Board  feced  a  double-bar¬ 
reled  confrontation  with  the  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee  Feb.  21-22  but 
negotiated  a  last-minute  cease-fire 
on  one  conflict 

The  otiier  ccxiflict  —  which  pits 
the  Annuity  Board  against  the 
Southern  Brqrtist  Foundation  and 
state  Baptist  foundations  —  has 
not  been  finally  resolved. 

The  first  conflict  relates  to  the 
Annuity  Board’s  investment  in 
companies  perceived  to  be  sup¬ 
portive  of  abortion.  The  second 
conflict  relates  to  the  Annuity 
Board’s  operation  within  its  pro¬ 
gram  statement 

Program  statements  are  the 
guideli^  ^ven  to  all  SBC  abo¬ 
des,  institutions,  aixl  commissions 
to  outline  the  lK>undaries  within 
which  they  have  authority  to  ^r- 
ate.  In  this  case,  the  S’outhem  Bap¬ 
tist  Foundation  and  state  Bap^t 
foundations  allege  the  Annuity 
Board  is  encroaching  upon  their 
territory  by  offering  endowment 
management  services.  Further,  the 
Executive  Committee  expressed 
concern  about  the  Annuity  Board 
providing  aimuity  investment  ser¬ 
vices  to  tiuee  non-SBC  entities. 

All  the  ccmcerns  were  aired  ip,, 
meetings  of  the  ^ecutive  Cmn- 
mittee’s  program  and  budget  sub¬ 
committee  in  Nashville.  During 
that  meeting,  the  subcommittee 
was  charged  with  developing  a 
19^95  bi^get  for  distribution  of 
the  Cooperative  Program,  the  SBC 
unified  budget  funds. 

The  abortion  debate  first  sur¬ 
faced  in  this  context,  during  the 
time  when  agency  beads  make 
their  ^>peals  to  the  subcommittee 
for  funds.  The  Annuity  Board, 
with  an  annual  budget  of  $26  mil¬ 
lion,  receives  $1.06  million  in  the 
current  SBC  budget,  used  primari¬ 
ly  for  relief  to  underfunefed  pen¬ 
sioners. 

In  recent  years,  a  small  portion 
of  tUs  CP  allotment  has  been  used 
for  educational  and  promotional 
work  in  the  states.  However,  the 
Annuity  Board  already  bad 
announced  that  100%  of  the  allo¬ 
cation  would  be  given  to  relief 
beginning  in  1995. 

During  Annuity  Board  Presi¬ 
dent  Paul  Powell’s  initial  presenta¬ 
tion  to  the  subcommittee,  several 
members  questioned  him  about  the 
board’s  investment  policy  related 
to  abortion. 

The  Aimuity  Board  has  a  policy 
against  investing  in  any  companies 
producing  liquor,  tobacco,  or 
pornography.  But  tracking  down 
companies  who  contribute  either 
directly  or  indirectly  to  Planned 


By  Mark  Wingncld 

Parentiiood,  for  example,  is  diffi¬ 
cult,  he  said 

From  an  investment  stanc^int, 
Powell  said,  “diere  is  no  abortion 
industry.’’  Thus,  divesting  from 
abortion-related  stocks  cannot  be 
done,  be  said 

“What  you’re  asking  is  illogical 
and  unreasonable  and  simply  can¬ 
not  be  done,”  PoweU  said 

Piuther,  Powell  argued,  nof  m  * 
participants  in  the  Annuity 
Board’s  plans  oppose  abortion. 
Therefore,  an  improper  screening 
of  investments  could  expose  the 
Annuity  Board  to  lawsuits  from 
some  clients  who  would  charge 
that  social-policy  screening  bad 
resulted  in  a  lowered  return  on 
their  investments.  Similar  lawsuits 
have  been  filed  against  other 
annuity  companies,  be  said 

Powell’s,arguments  largely  fell 
on  deaf  ears  in  the  subcommittee 
for  two  days.  Committee  members 
expressed  fiiistration  that  surely 
something  mme  could  be  done  to 
make  a  stnmger  statemept  against 
abortiem. 

A  variety  of  punitive  actions 
against  the  Annuity  Board  were 
discussed  ranging  from  complete¬ 
ly  defunding  the  board,  to  asking  a 
different  agency  to  administer 
relief  funds.  Ultimately,  the  sub¬ 
committee  proposed  giving  the 
Annuity  Board  the  funds  but  with 
a  notation  that  they  were  to  be 
used  exclusively  for  aimuitant 
relief  “until  such  time  as  the 
Annuity  Board  iqjproves  a  position 
on  abortion-related  activities  that 
is  consistent  with  that  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.” 

Debate  on  this  issue  was 
intense  throughout  several  ses¬ 
sions.  At  one  point,  a  subcommit¬ 
tee  member  revealed  a  chart  show¬ 
ing  the  salaries  of  top  Annuity 
Board  administrates.  Some  mem¬ 
bers  suggested  there  was  a  stark 
contrast  between  those  salaries 
and  the  appeal  for  CP  funds  to 
assist  strag^ing  annuitants. 

According  to  the  chart,  which 
apparently  had  been  given  to 
Annuity  Board  trustees  1^  Octo¬ 
ber,  ei^t  of  the  Annuity  Board’s 
top  administrators  draw  base 
salaries  ranging  from  $100,000  to 
$195,900,  The  average  salary  of 
the  board’s  12  top  administrators 
is  $122312. 

Also  during  the  debate,  which 
cannot  be  reported  in  direct  quota¬ 
tions,  a  prominent  committee' 
meml^r  suggested  that  the  only 
way  to  get  the  Annuity  Board’s 
attention  would  be  to  gain  control 
of  their  trustee  board  the  same 
way  conservatives  gained  control 
of  the  Executive  Committee  and 


several  other  key  trustee  boards  in 
recent  years.  This  member  said  the 
Annuity  Board  previously  had 
been  left  alone  broause  it  was  not 
a  center  ofpower. 

At  the  mial  meeting  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  budget  subcommittee, 
Powell  introduced  '^^fiUiam  Willis, 
an  Arkansas  layman  who  serves  as 
chairman  of  Annuity  Board  trus¬ 
tees. 

Willis  did  not  grant  permission 
for  his  comments  to  be  reported  in 
full.  However,  be  engaged  the 
subcommittee  members  in  a  lively 
debate  for  an  extended  period.  He 
specifically  decried  the  release  of 
salary  information,  which  be  said 
Annuity  Board  trustees  had  voted 
to  keep  confidential. 

Further,  Willis  expressed  his 
disappointment  that  the  Executive 
Committee  would  atteinm  to  dic¬ 
tate  policy  to  another  SBC  body 
and  make  the  Annuity  Board 
appear  to  be  in  favor  of  abortion. 

Most  subcommittee  members 
sat  in  stunned  silence  during 
Willis’  fiery  speech.  Afterward, 
several  attempted  to  downplay  the 
subcommittee’s  earlier  discus¬ 
sions. 

Several  expounded  on  their 
oroosition  to  divulging  any  salary 
information,  and  one  offered  an 
iq}ology  to  the  Aimuity  Board  for 
what  had  tuqrpened. 

But  even  so,  die  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  chastise  the  Aimuity  Board 
on  the  abortion  issue  was  passed 
and  sent  on  to  the  full  Executive 
Committee. 

At  some  point  between  that 
afternoon  meeting  and  the  evening 
session  of  the  full  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  Powell  presented  subcom¬ 
mittee  chairman  Guy  Sanders  a 
statement.  When  be  stood  to  pre¬ 
sent  the  subcommittee’s  report, 
Sanders  read  Powell’s  statement 
and  then  called  for  a  motion  to 
delete  fiom  die  budget  recommen¬ 
dation  the  censure  of  the  Annuity 
Board.  That  motion  was  made  and 
carried  unanimously. 

Powell’s  statement  reads:  “The 
Annuity  Board  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  has  long  bekl 
a  position  of  opposition  to  the 
wanton  destruction  of  life  inherent 
in  the  practice  of  abortions.  Sever¬ 
al  years  ago  the  trustees  approved 
a  staff  recommendation  to  deny 
medical  plan  benefits  for  abortion. 
In  our  investment  decisions  we 
will  avoid,  or  divest  in  orderly 
fashion,  equities  in  any  company 
that  is  found  to  have  a  service  or 
product  that  is  publicly  perceived 
as  uniquely  aiding,  suppoiting,  or 
promoting  aboition.  Tlus  commit- 
(See  ANNUITY  BOARD,  page  9) 


CBF  to  create  foundation  to  tap  charitable  giving 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  A  C:oop- 
erative  Baptist  Fellowship  Founda¬ 
tion  to  raise  endowment  funds  for 
die  organization  of  Baptist  moder¬ 
ates  was  ^proved  durmg  the  CBF 
coordinating  council  meeting  Feb. 
17-19  in  Na^ville. 

An  ad  hoc  committee  that  draft¬ 
ed  the  proposal  now  will  formulate 
a  charter  and  bylaws  to  be  present¬ 
ed  at  the  count’s  May  3-4  meet¬ 
ing  prior  to  the  CBF  General 
A^mbly  May  5-7  in  Greensboro, 
N.C.  No  General  Assembly  vote 
will  be  needed  on  the  foundation, 
CBF  leaders  said. 

The  council  also  approved  a 
$5.6  million  budget  for  the  first 


half  of  1995,  including  $2  million 
e:q>ecied  fixim  its  global  missions 
offering.  The  CBF  is  then  sched¬ 
uled  to  move  to  a  July  1-June  30- 
based  fisc^  year  budget 

A  one-time  $100,000  to  the 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  is 
included  in  the  budget.  The  gift 
was  designated  by  the  council’s 
global  missions  group,  voicing 
t^reciation  for  contribu¬ 

tion  to  world  evangelization. 

The  $100,000  grant  to  WMU 
was  initiated  solely  by  the  CBF 
global  missions  group,  CBF  mis¬ 
sions  coordinator  R.  Keith  Parks 
told  the  council,  and  WMU  had  no 


Fellowship  releases 
financial  projections 


NASHVILLE  (ABP)  —  The 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 
appointed  five  missionaries, 
approved  five  new  staff  positions, 
released  a  financial  update  and 
forecast,  and  announced  plans  for 
its  1994  general  assembly. 

Those  were  among  the  actions 
taken  by  the  Coordinating  Council, 
the  83-member  group  that  directs 
the  Fellowship’s  work.  The  council 
met  Feb.  17-19  in  Nashville. 

An  tq>pointment  service  during 
the  three-day  meeting  sent  five 
new  Wbrkers  to  the  mission  field, 
bringing  to  31  the  number  of  Fel- 
low^p  missionaries. 

—  Tom  and  Beth  Ogbum  will 
be  strategic  coordinators  for  an 
unreached  people  group  in  an 
unspecified  country  in  Asia.  He  is 
from  Birmingham,  Ala.,  and  she  is 
from  Murfreesboro,  N.C. 

—  Sam  and  Latha  Bandela, 
natives  of  India,  will  work  with 
the  Chamblee-Doraville  Interna¬ 
tional  Project,  which  ministers  to 
internationals  in  northeast  Atlanta. 

—  Rachel  Stephen  of  Sonora, 
Texas,  was  commissioned  for  a 
two-year  assignment  teaching 
English  as  a  second  language  in 
the  Czech  Republic. 

Five  staff  positions  were 
approved  —  a  ctuef  financial  offi¬ 
cer,  a  computer  systems  manager, 
an  associate  for  missions  educa¬ 
tion,  and  two  secretaries  to  suf^it 
the  global  missions  staff.  Once 
filled  the  five  staffers  wiU  join  the 
12  people  already  on  the  Atlanta- 
based  staff. 

CBF  leaders  also  released  fig¬ 
ures  outlining  its  financial  grow^ 
and<^gave  a  forecast  for  future 
growth.  Contributions  to  the  Fel¬ 
lowship  have  grown  rapidly  in  the 
past  thiee  years  —  from  $4.5  mil¬ 
lion  in  1991  to  $11.2  million  last 
year.  While  about  a  third  of  the 
money  is  designated  by  donors  for 
traditional  Southern  Baptist  caus¬ 
es,  the  test  funds  the  fellowship 
and  other  moderate -backed  min¬ 
istries.  The  Fellowship  spends 
about  three  fourths  of  the  money 
at  its  disposal  on  global  missions. 

The  report  showed,  among 
other  things,  that  six  states  account 
for  70%  of  all  Fellowship  su{^rt 

Texas,  20.0%:  North  CarolW, 
15.0%;  Georgia,  11.7%;  Ten¬ 
nessee,  8.5%:  South  Carolina, 
7.7%;  and  Virginia,  7.4%. 


All  six  are  historically  strong 
Southern  Bqjtist  states,  combining 
for  47%  of  all  1993  gifts  to  tradi¬ 
tional  Southern  Baptist  causes  UIk 
the  Cooperative  Program. 

In  Mississippi,  M  individuals 
contributed  $56,549,  and  22 
churdies  contributed  $102,577. 

In  years  past,  moderate  leaders 
said  the  independent  nature  of 
conservative  churches  made  them 
less  likely  to  fund  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  But  Cecil 
Sherman,  CBF  coordinator,  said 
be  is  alarmed  by  a  new  phenome¬ 
non  —  “the  rise  of  independent 
moderate  Baptist  churches.” 

“Far  more  moderate  Baptist 
churches  are  just  backing  off  of 
cooperative  missions  than  are 
coming  to  CBF,”  he  said.  “They 
are  privatizing  church....  The  pri¬ 
vatizing  of  church  life  is  the  death 
of  cooperative  mission.” 

Despite  the  Fellowship’s 
growth,  still  only  a  fraction  of  the 
nation’s  Southern  Baptist  churches 
support  the  organization  —  3.2% 
nationwide.  The  highest  concen¬ 
tration  is  in  Virginia,  where  14.1% 
of  the  churches  fund  the  Fellow¬ 
ship  directly. 

In  the  past  year,  growth  of  the 
Fellowship  has  been  strongest  in 
Virginia,  which  went  fit>m  M  sup¬ 
porting  churches  to  216.  Texas 
churclres  increased  from  119  to 
165.  And  the  list  of  North  Carolina 
churches  grew  from  150  to  221. 
Those  three  states  posted  the 
largest  dtdlar  increases  as  well. 

But  contributions  grew  faster  in 
some  unlikely  places.  Gifts  from 
Illinois  Baptists  increased  eight¬ 
fold,  from  $554  in  1992  to  $6,125. 
Contributions  also  grew  signifi¬ 
cantly  in  Hawaii  ($824  to  $6,057), 
Arkansas  ($59,145  to  $154,683), 
and  Georgia  ($744,066  to 
$1,088,564). 

Keynote  speakers  for  CBF’s 
general  assembW  May  5-7  in 
Greensboro,  N.C.,  include  an 
African-American  and  a  female 
pastor  —  William  A.  Jones,  pastor 
of  Bethany  Church,  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.,  and  Julie  Pennington-Rus- 
sell,  pastor  of  Nineteen^  Avenue 
Church,  San  Francisco.  Penning- 
ton-Russell’s  church  was  exclutM 
from  the  California  Southern  Biq>- 
tist  Convention  last  frdl  by  conser¬ 
vatives  who  oppose  women  as 
pastors. 


knowledge  such  a  gift  was  being 
made. 

The  CBF- WMU  relationship  “is 
as  wholesome  as  it  could  possibly 
be,”  Parks  said,  noting  the  only 
area  where  WMU  ptdicy  rules  out 
missions  education  assistance  to 
CBF  is  in  promotion  of  the  CBF 
missions  offering  each  December. 
The  “ultimate  health”  of  Baptist 
life.  Parks  said,  depends  on  solid 
missions  awareness  such  as  fos¬ 
tered  by  WMU. 

The  Jaa  1-June  30,  1995,  bud¬ 
get  anticipates  $8.9  million  in 
receipts  from  all  sources,  with 
nearly  $3.28  million  to  be  forward¬ 
ed  as  designated  to  Southern  B^ 
tist  Conversion,  state  Bq)tist  con¬ 
ventions,  and  oditer  causes. 

The  six-month  CBF  budget 
includes: 

—  $4.2  million  for  various  CBF 
missions  efforts. 

—  $100,000  each  for  the  Btq)- 
tist  Theological  Seminary  at  Rich¬ 
mond  and  the  George  W.  Truett 
Theological  Seminary  at  Baylor 
University  and  $15,000  each  for 
B:q>tist  study  centers  at  Duke  Uni¬ 
versity  and  Emery  University’s 


Candler  ScbocS  of  Tbecdogy. 

—  $137,134  for  the  Bwtist 
Joint  Committee  on  Public  Amirs. 

—  $30,000  fcM"  die  Btq>tist  Cen¬ 
ter  fcs  Etltics. 

—  $65,000  for  Associated  Bt^ 
tist  Press. 

—  $45,000  for  the  Baptist 
World  Allitux^. 

—  $202,250  for  general  and 
administrative  expenses  and 
$184,050  for  communications. 

C^  Sherman,  CBF  coordina¬ 
tor,  voiced  several  concerns  to  the 
council. 

Of  continued  CBF  growth,  he 
said,  “I  don’t  think  that  can  be  pre¬ 
sumed  It  will  be  increasingly  diffi¬ 
cult  for  churches  to  come  to  CBF. 
What  we  are  asking  peqple  to  do 
has  penalty  attached  to  it....”  It 
runs  counter  to  the  desire  of  pas¬ 
tors  and  lay  people  to  avoid  con¬ 
troversy,  he  said.  “This  is  not  a 
peaceful  exercise.”  In  some 
instances,  CBF  may  need  to  start 
churches  where  there  arc  no  CBF- 
oriented  churches,  he  said. 

He  said  he  is  not  sure  the  aver¬ 
age  Bqitist  understands  “the  dif- 
fererxx  between  a  CBF  Baptist  and 


a  Baptist  of  the  old  order.”  He 
defined  CBF,  in  “compressed” 
fashion,  saying,  “We  are  not  a  the¬ 
ology-standardizing  organizaticHi. 
We  are  a  missions  delivery  sys¬ 
tem.”  The  latter,  he  said,  is  “apfso- 
priate  to  B^tists,  die  other  is  alto¬ 
gether  inai^Topriate.” 

“(TBF  needs  to  design  a  mission 
to  the  clergy,”  he  said,  noting  min¬ 
isterial  flight  from  the  profession 
as  a  result  of  “the  moral  break¬ 
down,  the  fatigue  burnout,  the 
church-pastor  confrontation  that 
leads  to  dismissal  in  way  too  many 
instances.” 

The  council  also  beard  a  report 
that  Gary  Leazer,  former  director 
of  the  Home  Mission  Board’s 
Interfrudi  Witness  Department  who 
was  asked  to  resign  over  bis 
involvements  in  the  Freemasonry 
issue,  will  receive  $2,000  per 
month  for  six  months  from  the 
(TBF’s  “safety  net”  fund. 

The  nominating  committee 
reported  that  Patrick  Anderson,  a 
professor  at  Florida  Southern  Col¬ 
lege,  Lakeland,  Fla.,  will  be  rec¬ 
ommended  as  moderator-elect  to 
the  General  Assembly  in  May. 


Casinos  as  top  liquor  purchasers  may 
signal  ominous  trends,  observer  says 


Mississippi’s  casinos  dominat¬ 
ed  the  state’s  liquor  purchases  for 
the  last  half  of  1993,  according  to 
figures  released  by  the  Alcoholic 
Beverage  Control  Division  of  the 
Mississippi  State  Tax  Commis¬ 
sion. 

Casinos  occupied  17  of  the  top 
20  places  on  the  list,  which  identi¬ 
fied  total  cases  purchased  by  orga¬ 
nizations  licensed  to  distribute 
liquor  by  the  drink  in  Mississippi. 
Beer  and  package  store  figures 
were  not  included  on  the  list. 

Guiqtort’s  Grand  Casino,  cur¬ 
rently  tte  state’s  largest  gambling 
facility  and  number  one  on  the 
Tax  Commission  list,  bought  near¬ 
ly  7,700  cases  of  liquor  between 
July  and  December  of  last  year. 

Splash  Casino  in  Tiinica  Coun¬ 
ty  was  a  distant  second,  with 
almost  3350  cases  purchased  dur¬ 
ing  the  same  period. 

Amerigo  Restaurant  in 
Ridgeland  was  the  first  non¬ 
casino  operation  to  crack  the 
list  at  number  13,  with  nearly 
1,100  cases. 

Paul  G.  Jones  II,  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist  Convention's 
Christian  Action  Commis¬ 
sion,  said  no  one  should  be 
surprised  since  most  casinos 
ply  patrons  with  free  drinks 
while  they  gamUe. 

“As  early  as  1988,  we 
were  wanting  legislators  and 
county  voters  abrat  the  radi¬ 
cal  iirerease  in  alcohol  con¬ 
sumption  that  goes  along 
with  legalized  casino  gamb¬ 
ling,”  hie  pointed  out. 

Jones  said  recent  sales  fig¬ 
ures  reveal  other  sectors  of 
Mississippi’s  liquor  industry 
are  stagnant,  but  casino  pur¬ 
chases  are  “going  through  the 
roof.” 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 

V 

“While  consumers  are  moderat¬ 
ing  their  intake  of  alcohol  for 
health  and  other  reasons,  casinos 
are  adding  to  society’s  problems 
'by  giving  away  huge  amounts  of 
free  alcoholic  beverages.  It’s  a 
frightening  picture  of  what  casinos 
are  doing  to  our  state,”  he  said. 

To  underscore  his  tragic  mes¬ 
sage,  Jones  pointed  to  a  recapt 
fatality  in  the  parking  lot  of  a  Gulf 
Coast  casino,  where  a  man 
drowned  after  he  drove  his  car 
over  a  guard  rail  and  into  the 
water.  His  blood-alcohol  level  was 
nearly  2.5  times  the  legal  limit  for 
operating  a  motor  vehicle  in  Mis- 
sissqrpi. 

Jones  said  be  believes  addictive 
tendencies  are  linked,  which 
means  compulsive  people  may  not 
be  able  to  control  one  addictive 
behavior  (drinking)  while  in¬ 


dulging  another  (gambling). 

As  another  example,  Jones  said 
some  casinos  have  installed  high- 
tech  air  filtration  systems  to  hW 
die  the  massive  amounts  of  smoke 
created  by  tobacco  use  —  another 
addictive  behavior. 

“All  of  this  plays  into  an  addic¬ 
tive  personality,”  he  pointed  out. 

Jones  foresees  more  alcohol- 
related  crime,  accidents,  work 
absenteeism,  and  social  problems 
because  of  the  increase  in  con¬ 
sumption  around  casinos.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  he  believes  local  businesses 
will  suffer. 

“Casinos  have  a  dangerous 
edge  on  liquor  use.  While  normal¬ 
ly-permitted  businesses  like 
restaurants  charge  for  their  drinks, 
legislators  have  one-upped  these 
lo^  businesses  by  allowing  casi¬ 
nos  to  give  away  liquor,”  be  said. 


Liquor  and  casinos 

Joly-Decembcr  1993 
each  gUut  *  1,000  caset 

Gran^asino 


7,681 


Splash  Casino^  W  W 
Ttaniai  County  I  I  I  J 


3346 


Casino  Magk 
BUoxi 


Casino  Magic 
Bay.  St.  Louis 


Isle  of  Capri 
Biloxi 


2386 


2,662 


2,438 


Semrct;  BUm.  Sum  Ikx  C« 
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Nine  Executive  Committee 
members  part  of  strategy  group 


NASHVILLE  (ABP)  —  Some 
members  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee,  which  directs  much  of  the 
work  of  the  national  denomina¬ 
tion,  are  also  heavily  involved  in 
the  political  battle  for  control  of 
the  36  Baptist  state  conventions. 

State-level  strategists  held 
another  closed-door  meeting  Feb. 
23,  but  this  time  the  group  includ¬ 
ed  at  least  nine  members  of  the 
Executive  Committee  and  its 
chairman,  Fred  Wolfe,  who  is  also 
a  candidate  for  SBC  president 

The  state  strategic  have  met  at 
least  four  times  di^g  the  last  18 
months  in  their  continuing  effort 
to  extend  fundamental-conserva¬ 
tive  control  to  the  states. 

Members  of  the  powerful  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee  have  participated 
in  all  four  meetings,  but  this  time 
the  gathering  was  held  in  the  shad¬ 
ow  of  the  Executive  Committee 
building  one  day  after  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  winter  meeting.  The  invita¬ 
tion-only  crowd  included  aU  three 
of  the  elected  officers  of  the  com¬ 
mittee. 

Executive  Committee  chairman 
Fred  Wolfe,  who  announced  Feb. 
8  he  will  be  a  candidate  for  SBC 
resident  this  summer,  attended. 
0  did  vice  chairman  Eldridge 
Miller,  a  pastor  from  Sallisaw, 
Okla. 

Pinckney  organized  meeting 

T.C.  Pinckney,  the  committee’s 
secretary,  organized  the  meeting 
and  the  three  earlier  ones, 
although  he  said  he  did  not  issue 
the  invitations  this  time. 

Pinckney,  a  retired  Air  Force 
general  from  Alexandria,  Va.,  said 
the  meeting  was  a  loosely  struc¬ 
tured,  informal  gathering  of  B^- 
tists  who  are  active  in  ^ir  state 
conventions.  In  the  past  he  said 
the  group  is  not  seeking  to  draft  a 
national  strategy  for  gaining  con¬ 
trol  of  the  state  conventions  but 
merely  to  “exchange  experiences.” 

Organizers  refused  to  <^n  die 
meeting  to  reporters.  Napkins 
were  taped  over  the  windows  of 
the  room  at  the  Clubhouse  Inn,  a 
Nashville  hotel  adjacent  to  the 
Executive  Conunittee  building. 


By  Greg  Warna* 

A  similar  group  of  Bsyitist  lead¬ 
ers  asked  Wolfe  to  seek  the  presi¬ 
dency,  die  candidate  said  in  mak¬ 
ing  1^  bid  public  Feb.  8. 

It  is  not  known,  however,  if 
Wolfe’s  candidacy  was  discussed 
at  the  Nashville  meeting.  But  it 
was  discussed  during  the  two-day 
Executive  Committee  meeting  that 
preceded  it. 

Morris  Chapmanj  committee 
president  and  former  SBC  presi¬ 
dent,  asked  the  groim  to  pray  for 
Wolfe,  pastor  of  Cottage  Hill 
Church,  Mobile,  Ala.  He  urged 
members  of  the  committee  to 
“commit  ourselves  in  prayer  to 
Brother  Fred”  and  others  who 
might  be  nominated. 

Who  wfll  lead? 

Conservatives,  who  usually 
have  united  behind  a  consensus 
candidate  for  president,  are  divid¬ 
ed  this  year  over  who  will  carry 
their  banner  for  (he  post,  which 
has  been  key  to  the  conservative 
rise  to  power  in  the  SBC. 

Jim  Henry,  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Orlando,  Fla.  —  the  city 
that  will  host  the  June  SBC  meet¬ 
ing  —  said  Feb.  7  be  too  is  consid¬ 
ering  the  position. 

Ihat  prompted  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  member  J.C.  Mitchell,  also 
from  the  Orlando  area,  to  adr  for 
equal  time  the  next  day. 

just  feel  in  the  ^irit  of  fair¬ 
ness,  and  aware  of  what  Morris 
Chapman  said  last  night,  we 
should  pray  for  Jim  Henry,” 
Mitchell  told  the  committee  as  it 
wrapped  up  its  meeting  with 
prayer.  “This  is  not  an  e^orse- 
ment.  But  Jim  Henry  is  in  the 
throes  of  a  decision.” 

Wolfe,  presiding  at  the  commit¬ 
tee  meeting,  said  he  already  is 
praying  for  Henry.  “I  am  not  pray¬ 
ing  that  he  will  not  run.  I  am  pray¬ 
ing  God  will  lead  him.” 

Both  Wolfe  and  Henry  have 
been  leaders  of  the  SBC  funda¬ 
mental-conservative  movement. 
Wolfe  has  taken  a  high-profile 
role  in  the  politicking  a^  has  col¬ 
lected  endorsements  from  several 
recent  SBC  presidents.  Henry, 
meanwhile,  has  kept  some  dis¬ 


tance  from  the  political  fray  and  is 
expected  to  attract  support  feom 
Baptists  disenchanted  with 
denmninational  politics. 

Moderate  Baptists  are  not 
expected  to  field  a  candidate  this 
year. 

Meeting  is  third  in  a  string 

Tte  Feb.  23  meeting  was  the 
second  the  state  strategists  have 
held  in  Nashville.  The  other  was 
last  February  at  Two  Rivers 
(Thurch,  again  on  the  heels  of  die 
winter  Executive  Committee 
meting. 

The  group’s  first  was  held  at 
Bellevue  Church,  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  in  Aug^t  1991.  The  other 
was  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  last  Octo¬ 
ber,  immediately  after  the  inaugu¬ 
ration  of  ^bert  Mohler  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville.  Mohler’s  election  was 
viewed  as  a  victory  for  fundamen¬ 
tal-conservatives. 

Executive  Committee  members 
attending  the  most  recent  meeting 
include:  John  Click  of  Wichita, 
Kan.;  Reuel  May  of  Jackson, 
Miss.;  Gibbie  Mc^llan  of  Batcm 
Rouge,  La.;  Miller,  William  Park¬ 
er  of  Lake  Mary,  Fla.;  Pinckney; 
Guy  Sanders  of  Lake  Wales,  Fla.; 
Jim  Wells  of  Lee’s  Summit,  Mo.; 
and  Wolfe. 

Others  attending  included  Ken 
Barnett,  a  former  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  member  from  Lakewood, 
Colo.;  LaVeme  Butler,  president 
of  Mid-Continent  Baptist  Bible 
College  in  Mayfield,  Ky.;  and  Jim 
Richards,  a  pastor  from  Baton 
Rouge  and  trustee  of  the  SBC 
(Thristian  Life  (Commission. 

Several  of  the  40  state  Btqrtist 
conventions  already  are  under 
control  of  fundamental-conserva¬ 
tives  but  others  have  rejected  their 
political  overtures.  Fu^amental- 
conservatives  have  held  sway  at 
the  Executive  Committee  for  a 
decade  and  have  controlled  the 
SBC  presidential  election  since 
1979. 

Warner  is  editor,  Associated 
Baptist  Press.  Bob  Terry  of  the 
MiMOuri  WORD  &  WAY  con- 
tribated  to  this  story. 


Walker  tackles  religion  in  schools 


WILLIAMSPORT,  Pa.  (ABP) 
—  Failure  to  teach  about  religion 
in  public  schools  is  as  wrong  as 
advancing  religion  in  them,  a  Bap¬ 
tist  church-state  specialist  said 
recently. 

“Religion  should  be  taught 
within  its  appropriate  historical, 
cultural,  arxl  pedagogical  context,” 
said  Brent  Walker,  general  counsel 
of  the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  in 
Washington,  D.C. 

Speaking  at  a  high  school 
forum  in  Williamsport,  Pa.,  on 
equal  access  for  religious  views  in 
public  schools,  Walker  said  cours¬ 
es  in  art,  music,  literature,  and  his¬ 
tory  “will  offer  natural  opportuni¬ 
ties  to  include  discussion  about 
religious  influences.” 

Students  are  generally  more  free 


than  teachers  to  egress  and  exer¬ 
cise  their  religion,  Wallrer  said.  The 
U.S.  Supreme  (Tourt  has  rated  that 
teachers,  as  government  representa¬ 
tives,  cannot  engage  in  religious 
indoctrination,  proselytize  or  lead 
devotionals. 

But,  he  said,  permissible  teach¬ 
ing  abcrat  religion  irKludes: 

—  an  acattemic,  not  devotional, 
qrproach  to  religion; 

—  an  aim  of  enhancing  aware¬ 
ness  of  religion  without  pressing 
for  acceptance; 

—  a  study  that  does  not  involve 
the  practice  of  religioo; 

—  exposure  to  diversity  of 
views  without  promotion,  denigra¬ 
tion,  or  imposition  of  a  particular 
one;  and 

.  —  information  about  beliefs 


that  does  not  seek  conformity. 

The  Baptist  Joint  Committee, 
along  with  others,  led  the  fight  fin- 
the  1984  Equal  Access  Act  that 
allows  for  Bible  clubs  or  religious 
groups  to  have  the  same  access  to 
meet  on  campus  before  and  after 
school  as  other  non-curriculum 
groims. 

If  a  school  district  allows  the 
“Young  Republicans”  to  meet,  it 
must  also  allow  the  “Young  Bap¬ 
tists”  to  meet.  Walker  said. 

However,  if  the  school  district 
forbids  non-curriculum  related 
clubs,  then  equal  access  is  not  trig¬ 
gered,  he  added. 

School  personnel  may  not  spon¬ 
sor  the  clubs  or  direct  them,  but 
they  may  attend  in  a  Bon-partidpa- 
tory  oqiadty,  be  said. 


Thnradav.  March  3. 1994 


Southern  president  greets  alumni  leader 

R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr.  (right),  president  of  Southern  Seminary,  greeted 
Ray  Lloyd  Jr.,  president  of  tne  seminaiy’s  Mississippi  alumni,  during  a 
re(;ent  meeting  of  alumni  leaders  at  the  Louisville,  Ky.,  seminary.  Lloyd  is 
pastor  of  Rrst  Church,  Starkville.  (SBTS  photo  by  Catherine  Winn) 

Young  “laterals”  findings 
of  SBC  study  committees 


NASHVILLE  (ABP)  —-Task 
forces  aimounced  17  months  ago 
have  completed  their  critique  of 
the  various  program  areas  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  Ed 
Young  told,  members  of  the  SBC 
Executive  Cmnmittee  Feb.  22. 

“Now  I’m  lateraling  this  to  the 
Executive  Committee,”  said 
Young,  pastor  of  Second  Church, 
Houston,  who  completes  his  ser¬ 
vice  as  SBC  president  this  June. 

Young,  an  ex-offido  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  arrived 
near  the  end  of  the  group’s  recent 
two-day  meeting  in  Naslnille. 

Young  rattled  off  Miat  be  called 
“thumbnail”  reports  of  the  nine 
task  forces  be  anointed  to  study 
denominational  programs  and  sug¬ 
gest  new  areas  of  Southern  Biq)tist 
ministry  for  the  next  century.  His 
remarics,  be  said,  were  “thoughts” 
and  “not  recommendations.” 

Areas  touched  on  in  Young’s 
remarks  included: 

—  Relationships  with  other 
Baptists.  Young’s  “cords  and 
stages”  task  fence  was  given  a  two¬ 
fold  assignment  in  1992;  to 
approach  “like-minded”  churches 
ab^  suj^it  of  Southern  Bqrtist 
evangelism  efforts  and  to  study 
implementation  of  recommenda¬ 
tions  in  the  1987  SBC  Peace  Com- 
nuttee  rq>ort 

Young  reptmed  the  group  sug¬ 
gested  publi^iing  an  infoimatioi^ 
piece  to  describe  bow  a  church  can 
affiliate  with  the  SBC.  Earlier  in 
the  meeting,  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee’s  Convention  relations 
workgroup  distributed  a  draft  copy 
of  such  a  docunrent. 

“The  day  of  bitterness  is  gener¬ 
ally  over”  between  Southern  Biq>- 
tists  arxl  indepeixtent  frmdaittentrd- 
ists.  Young  said.  “They  like  who 
we  are.  T^ey  like  where  we’re 
going  and  they’re  ready  to  come 
home  to  a  Bible-believing  denomi¬ 
nation.” 

—  Urban  missions.  “There’s 


one  area  I’m  really  not  satisfied 
with,”  Young  said. 

Some  in  Young’s  audience  dis¬ 
agreed  with  his  conclusions.  Home 
Mission  Board  President  Larry 
Lewis  confronted  Young  after  the 
session. 

Asked  to  respond  to  Young  on 
the  record,  Lewis  told  Associated 
Baptist  Press,  “I  certainly  agree 
wiffi  his  concern  for  the  cities.” 
However  he  said  Young  “may  not 
be  aware  we  do  have  a  long-estab¬ 
lished  strategy”  for  reaching  cities 
—  the  HMB’s  Mega-Focus  C^ities 
process  which  involves  population 
centers  of  1  million  or  more  in 
goal-setting  for  church  planting, 
evangelism,  and  cooperation 
across  agency  lines. 

—  life  denominational  press. 
Young  urged  Southern  Baptists  to 
“work  to  change  the  negative,  criti¬ 
cal  slant”  of  the  denominational 
{Hess. 

Young  singled  out  the  practice 
of  investigative  reporting,  which 
he  said  is  inapprqrriate  in  (Christ¬ 
ian  publications.  “I  should  not  seek 
to  uiteover  anything  about  your  life 
and  publicize  it  in  a  itegative  way,” 
he  said. 

“There  are  too  many  great 
things  happening  in  the  l^gdom 
of  for  us  to  give  attention  to 
15  people  over  here....,”  Young 
said. 

Jack  Brymer,  editor  of  the 
Florida  Baptist  Witness  and  past 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Press  Association,  said  Young’s 
comments  on  both  the  Baptist 
press  and  other  areas  of  work 
“reflect  gross  ignorance”  of 
denominational  life. 

“Probably  90%  of  the  informa¬ 
tion  in  Baptist  state  papers  is  posi¬ 
tive,”  Brymer  said.  *The  over¬ 
whelming  majority  of  space  is 
given  to  reporting  on  missions. 
Apparently  he  does  not  read  B:q> 
tist  state  papers.  Otherwise  he 
could  not  make  such  a  statement.” 


Churches  adopt  Expanded  Annuity  Plan 

The  foUowing  churches  have  adopted  the  Expanded  Aimuity  Plan 
since  tht^  reported  in  the  Feb.  3  issue  of  The  Baptist  Record:  Lin¬ 
coln;  Ruth;  Rankin;  Dry  (Creek;  and  Webster:  Mt.  Zion. 
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SKATER  TONYA  HARDING  ATTENDS  CHURCH,  GOES 
TO  ALTAR  TO  SEEK  GOD’S  FORGIVENfeSS:  PORTLAND, 
Ore.  (EP)  —  Olympic  skater  Tonya  Harding,  infamous  for  her 
alleged  role  in  tl^  attack  on  rival  Nancy  Kerrigan,  was  a  surprise 
•  i.sitor  to  First  Church  of  the  Nazarene  in  southwest  Portland  Feb. 
i3.  Through  most  of  the  service,  Harding  sat  unnoticed  in  the  bal¬ 
cony  with  the  David  Webber  family  and  their  daughter,  Stephanie 
Quintero,  with  whom  she  lives.  But  according  to  the  Portland  Ore¬ 
gonian,  news  of  her  presence  quickly  spread  through  the  congrega¬ 
tion  as  she  rose  and  went  forward  to  accept  Christ  during  an  invita¬ 
tion  at  the  eiKl  of  the  service.  As  Harding  left  the  church,  Gary  A. 
Henecke,  pastor  of  the  evangelicid  church,  told  her,  “Now  you  are 
not  only  skating  for  America,  but  are  skating  for  Christ.”  Henecke 
told  Harding  that  she  would  be  in  his  prayers. 

DENOMINATIONAL  AFFILIATION  LESS  IMPORTANT  TO 
INDIVIDUALS:  WILLOWDALE,  Ontario  (EP)  —  Experts  believe 
there  will  be  25,000  religious  denominations  by  the  year  2000,  but 
according  to  an  article  in  Canadian  maganhe  Faith  Today,  denomi¬ 
national  affiliation  seems  to  hold  less  importance  for  individual 
believers  than  it  once  did.  The  decline  in  the  importance  of  denomi¬ 
nations  is  the  result  of  a  cultural  decline  in  loyalty  in  general,  and  a 
coinciding  “cynical  view  of  institutions,"  says  Don  Posterski,  vice- 
president  of  national  programs  for  World  Vision  Canada.  “The 
church  is  an  institution,  so  why^da^we  think  it's  going  to  escape  cyn¬ 
icism?"  Denominations  historically  came  about  because  of  differ¬ 
ences  in  theology  and  doctrine,  but  those  elements  are  becoming 
less  important  as  people  choose  churches  based  on  the  meeting  of 
their  own  needs,  as  opposed  to  denomination.  As  a  result,  denomi¬ 
nations  have  had  to  find  new  roles  for  themselves  beyond  defending 
a  particular  interpretation  of  the  Christian  faith.  Among  the  new 
roles  is  coordination  of  large  projects  individual  churches  could  not 
handle  alone. 

MURDER  OF  BAPTISTS  COUNTED  AMONG  EXAMPLES 
OF  PERSECUTION:  WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Religious  persecu¬ 
tion  was  the  motive  behind  a  mass  murder  of  Baptists  on  New 
Year’s  Eve  in  Tajikistan,  according  to  on-site  testimony  reported  to 
a  U.S.  congressional  commission.  An  ethnic  Russian  Baptist, 
Vladimir  Limorev,  and  eight  others  —  including  his  four  children  — 
were  brutally  beaten,  then  killed  or  left  to  die  in  a  burning  home  in 
Dushanbe,  Tajikistan,  a  former  Soviet  republic  in  Central  Asia. 
Limorev  and  his  family  were  active  members  of  Dushanbe  Baptist 
Church.  During  a  Feb.  16  Capitol  Hill  briefing,  a  former  Soviet 
political  prisoner  listed  the  nine  victims  among  16  people  confirmed 
as  Christian  martyrs  in  1992-93  in  areas  of  the  former  Soviet  Union. 
The  briefing  spe^er,  Boris  Perchatkin,  is  president  of  the  Russian- 
American  Institute  for  Adaptation,  which  has  offices  in  Portland, 
Ore.,  and  Moscow.  The  institute  serves  as  a  voice  for  Christians  in 
the  former  Soviet  Union  in  danger  for  their  faith.  Perchatkin  named 
a  total  of  34  Christians  severely  beaten  or  martyred  for  their  faith 
during  the  past  two  years. 


Christian  radio:  cheap,  effective 
medium  quadruples  its  influence 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Ran¬ 
dall  Terry,  Operation  Rescue 
founder  on  his  “Randall  Terry 
Live”  radio  broadcast  at  the  recent 
National  Religious  Broadcasters 
meeting,  answering  a  man  at  a 
micrt^one,  said  the  worst  thing 
President  Clinton  has  done  is 
qipioving  “killing  die  babies....” 

What  is  the  h^  thing  the  Resi¬ 
dent  has  done?  the  man  asked. 

Silence.  Mme  silence. 

Stumped,  Terry  tossed  the  ques¬ 
tion  bade  to  a  crowd  of  about  20 
per^  watching  his  show  fimn  the 
NRB  conveikion  floor  in  Washing¬ 
ton  in  late  January.  “He  created 
more  interest  in  national  Christian 
radio  than  any  other  president  in 
the  histmy  of  the  nation,”  said  one 
mao,  stepping  up  to  a  hand-held 
microphone. 

Terry  and  dozens  of  other  Bible- 
quoting  radio  personalities  can  give 
a  big  Amen  to  that. 

Christian  radio  is  hot.  It’s  also 
inexpensive,  immediate,  and  influ- 
entid,  able  to  light  up  Capitol  HUl 
and  statehouse  switcl^ards  within 
minutes. 

It  is  the  third  most  common 
radio  format  in  the  country,  trailing 
only  country  and  adult  contempo¬ 
rary,  according  to  the  M  Street 
Journal,  which  monitors  the  radio 
industry. 

Since  President  Bill  Clinton 
took  office,  the  number  of  religious 
TV  stations  has  dropped  2%,  to 
274.  But  religious  radio  has  shown 
an  11%  increase,  to  1,566  stati^, 
according  to  the  Directory  of  Reli¬ 
gious  Media. 

Since  1980,  it  haS  grown  33%. 
Since  1970,  it’s  up  422%. 

It  may  be  the  religious  right’s 
most  underrated  weapoa 

Not  all  the  stations  and  their 
programs  are  political.  Many  try  to 
inspire  with  music  and  tra^tional 
tea^ngs  from  the  Bible,  iiKluding 
“The  Btptist  Hour”  and  a  range  of 


By  Mark  O’Keefe 

other  programs  produced  by  the 
Radio  and  Televisioo  Commission, 
as  well  as  “fri  Touch”  Bible  preach¬ 
ing  on  more  than  500  radio  stations 
hy  Charles  Stanley,  pastor  of 
Atlaota’s  Hrst  Church. 

But  dozens  of  evangelical  call- 
in  and  talk  shows  tackle  puUic  pol¬ 
icy  issues  with  the  belief  that  they 
must  inform  and  save  the  nation 
from  crumbling  in  a  heap  of 
immorality.  A  few  are  carri^  on 
secular  statitHis.  But  most  preach  to 
the  dKW  on  religious  radio. 

Ammg  them;  “Beverly  LaHaye 
Live.”  LaHaye,  founder  of  Con¬ 
cerned  Women  fw  America  and  a 
member  of  Montrose  Church  in 
suburban  Washington,  is  heard  on 
90  stations  nationally.  Her  daily, 
half-hour  program  was  launched  in 
1990. 

Randall  Terry  is  a  relatively  tiny 
upstart.  His  two-year-old  show, 
normally  broadcast  from  Windsor, 
N.Y.,  is  on  32  stations. 

Lfc  sees  radio  as  a  way  to  mobi¬ 
lize  America’s  40  million  evangeU- 
cal  (Christians. 

The  king  of  (Christian  talk  radio 
is  psychologist  James  Dobson  of 
“Focus  on  ^  Family.”  His  daily 
show  is  carried  around  the  world 
by  more  than  4,000  stations. 

When  his  show  began  in  1977, 
Dobson  was  like  a  Christian  Dr. 
Spock,  concentrating  almost  exclu¬ 
sively  on  child-rearing  issues.  But 
Dobson  has  increasingly  added 
political  causes  to  his  agenda.  For 
example,  in  recent  weelw,  Dobson 
has  devoted  five  shows  in  an 
attempt  to  toughen  child  pornogra- 
l^y  laws.  He  has  alleged  Attorney 
General  Janet  Reno’s  proposed 
modification  of  the  laws  would 
allow  sexually  suggestive  poses  of 
clothed  children. 

Dobson  defends  his  increasing, 
sometimes  criticized  activism 
against  government  policies.  “1 
want  to  tell  you  folks,  I  am  pre¬ 


pared  to  pay  with  my  life,”  Dobson 
said. 

Dobson  receives  up  to  50,000 
letters  a  week.  His  political 
thoughts  affect  millions. 

Marlin  Maddoux,  a  Christian 
talk  show  host,  ^aks  to  nearly  3 
million  listeners  weekly  on  more 
than  280  stations.  His  guest  during 
one  broadcast  from  the  NRB  was 
William  J.  Boinett,  President  Rea¬ 
gan’s  secretary  of  education  and 
drag  czar. 

“We  have  a  crisis  in  America,” 
Bennett  said.  “But  it  has  to  do  wiA 
the  things  we’ve  been  talking 
about,  families  and  values.  It’s  not 
about  health  care.  We  have  the  best 
health  care  system  in  the  world.” 

The  right’s  radio  weapon  could 
be  weakened  by  a  congressional 
push  to  reinstate  the  Fairness  Doc¬ 
trine,  which,  prior  to  its  repeal  in 
1987,  require  broadcasters  to  pre¬ 
sent  opposing  points  of  view  on 
“controversial  issues  of  public 
importance.” 

The  religious  broadcasters  are 
battling  that  move,  calling  it  the 
Unfairness  Doctrine.  It  would, 
according  to  NRB  President  Brandt 
Gustavson,  take  broadcasting 
“backwards  to  political  intimida¬ 
tion,  censorship  of  debate,  and  bor¬ 
ing,  ineffective  commentary  about 
issues  no  one  really  cares  about.” 

Stuart  Epperson,  owner  of  a 
Chesapeake-Portsmoutb,  Va., 
Christian  radio  station,  said  small 
stations  fearftil  of  expensive  battles 
with  the  government  would  be 
e^cially  reluctant  to  air  provoca¬ 
tive  programming. 

“It’s  harassment,”  ^person  said 
of  the  threat  to  bring  back  the  Fair¬ 
ness  Doctrine. 

O’Keefe  is  religion  and  ethics 
reporter  for  THE  VIRGINIAN- 
PILOT  in  Norfolk,  Va.  Used  by 
permission.  Art  Toalston  added 
Southern  Baptist -related  infor¬ 
mation  to  this  article. 


All-American  long  jumper  rouses 
young  men  to  “keep  pressing  on” 
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GATLINBURG,  Term.  (BP)  — 
All-American  long  jumper  and 
sprinter  Clyde  Duncan  roused 
more  than  700  youths  at  this 
year’s  national  High  School  Bap¬ 
tist  Young  Men’s  Rally  to  “keep 
pressing  on”  and  “use  what  you ’we 
learned  here  to  help  someone  else 
through  the  storm.’ 

In  line  with  the  rally  theme, 
“Never  Alone,”  based  on  Matt. 
28:20,  Duncan  said,  “Jesus  will 
never  leave  you  nor  forsake  you, 
be  will  never  abandon  you,  so 
when  bard  times  come,  you  know 
what  to  do.  Keep  pressing  on.” 
The  Feb.  4-6  rally  was  held  in 
Gatlinburg,  Term. 

Dflncan  told  of  his  own  experi¬ 
ence  in  “turning  tragedy  into  tri¬ 
umph.” 

“1  had  posted  a  long  jump  of  27 
feet  before  the  (1992)  Barcelona 
Olympics,  only  to  tear  a  tendon  in 
my  right  knee  before  the  trials,”  be 
said.  “There  was  discouragement. 


sadness,  pain,  and  even  anger.  But 
the  Word  tells  us  to  be  angry,  but 
sin  not.  I  didn’t  give  up.” 

Duncan  still  went  to  Barcelona, 
but  found  himself  in  “a  different 
venue.” 

“I  was  asked  to  be  an  assistant 
chaplain  to  the  athletes,  and  I 
probably  reached  more  people 
than  I  would  have  had  I  been  com¬ 
peting.” 

While  be  recuperated  after 
reconstructive  surgery,  Duncan’s 
grade  point  average  soared  to  a 
near-perfect  3.8,  a^  be  began  to 
^ak  at  (Thiistian  youth  fun^ons. 
And  Duncan  hasn’t  given  up  the 
dream  of  competing  in  the  1996 
Olympics  in  AUanta. 

He  continues  to  train  in  his 
hometown  of  Houston  while  com¬ 
pleting  a  master’s  degree  in  soci¬ 
ology  at  the  University  of  Hous¬ 
ton,  where  he  earned  his  bache¬ 
lor’s  degree  in  communications 
and  was  an  All-American  in  track 


and  field. 

The  two-day  rally  also  featured 
conferences  with  titles  that  ranged 
from  “Giving  Your  Faith  Away” 
to  “How  To  Raise  Your  Parents” 
and  a  hands-on  mission  project 
directed  by  M.B.  Howard,  national 
coordinator  for  volunteers  on  con¬ 
struction  projects  throughout  the 
Soufliem  Baptist  Convention. 

Howard  supervised  as  the 
youths  assemUed  and  painted  toys 
from  handcrafted  wood  parts.  Tte 
toys  will  be  given  to  churches  in 
Mexico  and  the  Gatlinburg  area. 

This  year’s  rally  attendance  of 
729  was  an  all-time  record.  The 
event  reflected  the  sponsoring 
Brotherhood  Commission’s  phase¬ 
out  of  the  High  School  Baptist 
Young  Men  and  Pioneer  Royal 
Ambassador  programs  and  the 
launch  of  (Challengers,  which  will 
add  young  men  in  grades  seven 
through  nine  when  it  begins  in 
Octobn. 


Clyde  Duncan  Jr.,  collegiate  All- 
American  long  jumper  and  sprinter, 
urged  more  than  700  youths  at  the 
1994  High  School  Baptist  Young 
Men’s  Rally  to  “use  what  you’ve 
learned  here  to  help  someone  else 
through  the  storm.'^  The  three-day 
rally  program  also  included  confer¬ 
ences,  hands-on  missions  projects, 
and  Christian  entertainers.  (Broth¬ 
erhood  Commission  photo  by  Shel¬ 
ley  Smith) 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Thanks  from  Delta 


until  Feb.  16  when  a  few  people  sippi  which  leqxMided  by  sending 
received  power.  Still  others  will  nof  clean-up  crews.  Our  B:q>tist  men 
receive  p^er  before  early  March.  and  women  from  across  this  state 

This  conditioo  provided  t^jpor-  came  to  our  aid  in  true  good  Samar- 
tunity  for  many  wonderful  acts  of  itan  form.  Please  allow  me  this 
mercy  and  neigirborliness.  hm  Did-  means  of  saying  thank  you  to  all 
lake  and  the  Mississippi  Baptist  foose  who  came  to  our  aid  in  Qeve- 
Disaster  Relief  crew  provided  land.  Miss, 
tremendous  help.  In  addition  to  Efoyle  Cutmnings,  EKDM 
{neparing  thousands  of  meals,  Jim’s  BoUvar  Association 
office  helped  direct  ’’clean  up” 

crews  to  areas  where  need  was  Threw  OUt  the  tube 
greatest 

At  diis  time  I  do  not  have  avail¬ 
able  all  the  associations  in  Missis- 


Having  grown  up  on  a  farm  in  with  other  wholesome  activities 
the  ’30s  mi  ’40s  without  the  noise-  and  were  able  to  concentrate  on 
makers  we  have  now,  I  knew  \diat  their  homework  without  the  dis- 
peace  and  quiet  were  like.  So  few  traction  caused  by  TV. 
experience  qi^tness  in  these  dun-  Chir  home  atmoq>here  changed 
derous  aiKl  evil  days.  immediately  for  the  better!  There 

As  a  mother  of  five  healthy,  was  a  peace  and  pleasantness 
active  children  during  the  1970^,  between  us.  I  firmly  believe  that 
and  seeking  to  guide  thm  by  godly  demon  spirits  were  harassing  me 
standards,  I  was  very  displeased  through  ^instrument  of  tekvisioa 
and  angled  by  their  being  allowed  We  have  TV  in  our  home  today, 
by  their  father  to  view  so  much  It  is  a  very  rare  occasion  that  it  is 
television.  I  had  asked,  pled,  and  turned  on  during  the  dr^ligbt  hours, 
talked  to  my  husband  about  the  I  purposed  in  my  heart  a  long 
detrimental  effect  of  TV  on  our  time  ago  that  I  would  not  be  mes- 
diildien’s  lives.  This  did  not  make  merized  by  TV  and  I  prefer  to  not 
him  change  his  mind  or  habit  of  even  have  one  in  our  home.  I  bate 
watdiing  TV  and  allowing  the  dnl-  the  evil  of  it  and  die  evil  effects  it 
dren  to  watch  also.  has  on  precious  lives. 

Our  children  were  taken  to  Carleoe  P.  Dodson 


Editor: 

On  Feb.  9,  much  of  the  Nfissis- 
sippi  Delta  was  hit  with  what 
e^qierts  are  calling  the  worst  ice 
storm  in  40  years.  Oevdand,  along 
with  other  Delta  communities,  was 
devastated.  Power  line  poles  were 
snapped  like  toothpidu,  leaving 
much  of  the  Delta  without  power. 
Consequently,  most  families  had  no 
beat,  no  means  of  cooking  food, 
and  no  drinking  water  as  well  as  no 
lights.  This  condition  continued 


Editor. 

I  dated  and  it  made  a  difference! 


II  \oll  pl.iv  It  llllis.  \Oll  kllu\\  lll.ll 
llh  |)ri  sDii  St  I  \  h;is  ;iii  ;i(l\ 


church  with  regularity  and  I  sought  Columbus 
to  teadi  them  at  borne  also.  It  was 

my  practice  to  keep  a  Bible  verse  LiveS  haVC  changed 
posted  on  the  wall  near  the  table 


Give  to  the  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering  for  Home  Mtssiohs. 

National  Goiti:  $4Q 
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where  we  ate.  I  still  do  this. 

After  much  prayer  and  distress 
about  the  influence  of  TV  in  our 
home,  one  day  in  1974 1  was  listen¬ 
ing  to  foe  radio  broadcast  “Back  to 
the  Bible.”  Theodore  Epp  was 
teaching  abouTIhe  harmful  effects 
of  TV  in  people’s  lives  in  America. 
God  spoke  so  loud  arxl  clearly  to 
me  through  him  and  I  purposed  in 
my  heart  that  the  TV  set  was  going 
out  of  our  home  until  our  children 
were  grown. 

I  u^ugged  “that  thing!”  When 
our  middle  son  came  home  that 
afternoon  he  helped  me  move  it 
outside.  When  my  husband  came 
home  that  evening  I  met  him  at  the 
door.  I  said  quite  emphatically, 
’There’s  the  TV.  You  can  do  what 
you  want  with  it,  but  it  is  not  com¬ 
ing  back  in  this  bouse  until  foe  chil¬ 
dren  are  growa” 

He  didn’t  challenge  me,  and 
took  it  over  to  bis  office.  It 
remained  there  for  five  or  six  years. 

The  children  didn’t  really  miss 
“the  thing.”  They  were  occupied 


Editor: 

It  was  disturbing  to  read  foe  arti¬ 
cle  entitled,  “Baptists  face  leader¬ 
ship  crisis”  (Dec.  2),  since  our  fami¬ 
ly  has  been  touched  by  this  issue  in 
recent  months.  My  husband  and 
another  staff  member  were  fired  in 
August  by  the  pastor  of  our  dmrch 
wifoout  warning.  There  was  no  tan¬ 
gible  explanation  given  for  the 
actions  taken,  yet  there  was  no 
question  of  the  integrity,  moral 
character,  wcnk  ethic,  or  loyalty  of 
either  minister.  Our  lives  have  been 
irreversibly  changed  arxl  our  hearts 
have  been  broken.  I  still  do  not 
understand  the  motivation  behind 
the  actions  of  our  pastor.  I  do  know 
that  my  husband’s  ministerial  future 
has  been  placed  in  serious  jetqx>rdy 
by  a  man  who  seems  to  have  no 
accountability  for  the  decisions  he 
makes.  I  pray  that  Southern  Baptists 
will  open  their  byes  to  foe  deteriora¬ 
tion  of  our  leadership  and  begin  to 
hold  accountable  foo%  pastors  who 
seek  to  “play  God” 

Name  withheld  by  editor 
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Tkll  the  Good  News 

Mme  than  600  recently  attmided  the  banquet  of  foe  Hinds-Mafoson 
Assodatioo  fnr  World  Nfissions.  Tire  Idck-on  was  Tom  Lanimote,  Bill 
Gtadr,  ood  Wlhiier  Htfofield  singing  ’Tiis  Love  is  a  Boimdless  Love.” 
Litter  a  ladies  ensemUe  from  CSiurch  sang,  “AH  to  lesus  I  Sur¬ 

render.”  The  New  Life  Fellowsb^  Church  dioir  sang  ’Walk  in  Jerusa¬ 
lem.”  Ihe  sii^iii^  was  uffofiiiig  aoa  grea^  af^necutted. 

IMJre  foe  missionary  who  coraplairred  he  was  sect.  7S  miles  beyond 
foe  Great  Conunission,  foe  missionaBies  fois  nisit  were  ti^  on  target 
Fran  Robicuxm  of  working  as  a  toast  on  trips  to  Honduras  and 
Nicaragua.  Bruce  Taibet,  OiiMKm  todksmifo,  w<»ed  in  Ukraine  and 
Keays.  Mac  Bdoer,  Rmrmond,  spckt  dl  foe  vdunteer  work  in  Alaska. 
IBs  ’luunmer  and  saw*' teams  ^arere  foeee  to  back  him  sqp.  Kay  ¥filson 
witnessed  of  foe  eigM  MBsstssippi  Ctdlege  teachers  who  worked  for  a 
wedc  on  Hiuiian  off  foe  somh  coast  Ohma. 

Dozens  oi  refiied  misrtonariet  and  active  missioaaries  wme  foere 
wifo  igrwaid  (ff  900  years  tff  misdoiiary  sotvkx!.  leny  Rankiti,  peenideot 
ai  foe  Ifoteign  Idisidwt  Bmud,  was  the  dosing  breaker.  The  CSatra 
native  aroiedation  fx  foe  missioa  iitteiest  exfaihiied:  ”Yoo 

iantuied{ne,”iaidRaokin,’‘&cxtttiretimeIwaDredfoecanunnatMb- 
sissIM  CdWi.  ctuimd  Caifocd  Street,  aod  itte  itt  foe  WUfe  Efouse  Qiffl 
in  Van  Wlokl^”  lUadtin  dedmed  God  ”10  be  tnoviiig  fotoi^  foe  tur¬ 
moil- and  da^evems  of  foe  wndd,  and  miHtioo  resi&  can  be  aeen  in 
Mc^olia,  Albania,  and  the  <dd  Ruastan  federation.  We  wiO  sui^pias  foe 
4,000  nuuk  in  foe  missionaries  muter  appoinmieot  at  om  next  aiipaint- 
mertsetvtoeandwenowwockin  ITdcoomiies — wedonothawmis- 
sioaaiies  livkiig  on  foe  field  Bi  all  countifes  where  we  have  work.” 

**Making  a  World  of  Difference”  was  die  banquet’s  foemt^  The 
g)CD<q[>  present,  many  whom  hatred  begm  dunx^  in  foe  h^  of 
Mica  to  lire  sleqdes  df  Rnnia,  ftom  sotibem  Argents  to  nostlrmn 
fimepe  nd  Alaska,  are  foe  Idhd  (ffpeofde  vfoo  ffidre  a  fofGnemre  wher¬ 
ever  foey  go. 


It’s 

Your 


Serve. 


Just  for  the  Record 


Colonial  Heights  Church,  A  Spring  Bible  Conference  his  works  in  a  session  held  in  the 
Jackson,  will  host  a  “Community  will  be  held  at  Park  Place  Learning  Resources  Center  of  the 
Impact  Seminar”  on  March  26,  9  Church,  Hwy.  80  East,  Brandon/  Leland  Speed  Library.  For  addi- 
a.m.-4  p.m.  The  seminar  is  Pearl,  on  March  17.  The  services  tional  information  call  925-3215. 
designed  to  help  Christians  speak  will  held  from  1  ;30  p.m.  until 

out  against  public  policies  which  9  p.m.  Featured  speakers  will  be  Grandview  Church,  Pearl, 

damage  families  and  Christian  val-  Ai  Mohler,  president  of  Southern  will  sponsor  a  Lay  Renewal 
ues.  Speakers  will  be  Larry  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  Weekend  on  March  18-20. 
Burtoft,  former  pastor  of  Valley  Paige  Patterson,  president  of  Activities  will  be  held  for  all 
Vista  (California)  Community  Southeastern  Seminary,  Wake  ages.  Wade  Chappell  is  pastor  of 
Church;  Alan  Crippen  II,  former  Forest,  N.C.  For  more  informa-  Grandview  Church.  For  more 
development  director  of  Interna-  tion,  call  939-6282.  information,  call  939-4215. 

tional  Students,  Inc.;  John 

Eldredge,  founding  editor  of  The  Mississippi  College  The  Mississippi  College 
Washington  Watch;  and  Greg  Department  of  En^ish,  with  sup-  Department  of  Music  will  pre- 
Jesson,  adjunct  professor  of  port  from  the  college’s  honors  sent  the  Symphonic  Wind 
pbilospoby  of  religion,  Denver  council,  will  sponsor  a  reading  Ensemble  on  March  7  at  8:15 
Theological  Seminary.  Cost  is  $20  by  Paul  Ruffin,  professor  of  p.m.  in  Swor  Auditorium  of  Hel¬ 
per  person,  and  includes  materials.  English  at  Sam  Houston  State  son  Hall.  The  Ensemble  is  under 
CaU  Focus  on  the  Family,  sponsor  University,  Huntsville,  Texas,  the  direction  of  John  Hanbery, 
of  the  event,  at  1-800-782-8227  March  8,  at  7  p.m.  Ruffin,  a  pub-  professor  of  music  and  director 
for  more  informatioa  Usher  and.  poet,  will  read  from  of  barids. 


I  am  retired  and  find  that  I  she  should  not  have  married  me. 
have  no  more  energy  to  serve  my  I’ve  made  mistakes,  but  I  love  my 
church.  I  love  my  church,  but  I  wife  and  we  are  working  to  put 
can't  seem  to  find  joy  any  longer,  the  past  behind  us  and  grow  in 
Should  I  change  churches?  our  Christian  Itfe.  Her  parents  do 

not  encourage  us  at  all. 

Throughout  Ufe,  we  come  to 

times  of  reflection  when  we  must  Parents  want  the  best  for  their 
stop  and  evaluate.  Retirement  is  children  and  often  have  the  hi^- 
one  of  those  times.  We  need  to  est  expectations  for  them.  It  is 
pause,  contemplate  our  next  step,  difficult  to  accept  when  children 
and  prayerfully  consider  our  do  not  Uve  up  to  those  expecta- 
options.  Make  a  list  of  the  things  tions.  Yqu  may  never  Uve  up  to 
you  enjoy  the  most  and  the  things  your  in-laws’  expectations,  espe- 
you  dislike  about  your  church  cially  if  those  expeaations  are 
work.  List  short-term  goals  too  Idgb  or  unrealiffic.  Your  first 
(within  the  next  year)  and  long-  concern  must  be  for  whom  you 
temn  goals  (within  five  years).  By  want  to  please  and  serve.  You 
determining  what  you  want  to  must  model  a  Christian  walk  that 
accomplish,  you  are  in  fact  look-  shows  love  for  God,  your  wife, 
ing  at  possible  new  challenges,  your  children,  and  then  others. 
C^ge  is  good  and  your  ftustra-  Keep  asking  yourself,  “What 
tion  right  now  may  be  an  indica-  does  God  want  me  to  do?”  As 
tion  that  you  are  preparing  to  you  focus  on  God,  the  focus  on 
head  in  a  new  direction.  This  is  your  wife’s  parents  is  removed, 
exciting  and  healthy  because  it  Your  in-laws  wiU  hopefuUy  see 
motivates  us  to  grow  and  keeps  the  need  to  be  focused  on  God, 
us  from  becoming  lazy  or  burned  but  that  is  their  responsibility  — 
out.  See  your  frustration  as  a  not  yours.  We  often  try  ha^  to 
springboa^  into  something  new  please  others  or  ourselves  before 
and  refreshing.  honoring  God,  but  by  focusing 

on  him  we  take  a  stand  and  make 

My  wife’s  parents  are  still  try-  an  unshakeable  statement.  Give 
ing  to  run  her  life  even  though  we  yourself  time,  and  run  the  race 
have  been  married  15  years,  that  God  has  set  before  you  (Heb. 
They  belittle  me  and  imply  that  12:1). 


New  Hope  (Oktibbeha): 
March  6-9;  Carroll  Robertson, 
evangelist. 

MashalavUle,  Macon:  March 
13-16;  Sunday,  II  a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Auzie  Sulli¬ 
van,  Louisx^Ie,  evangelist;  Mike 
Rogers,  Louisville,  music;  Olyn  F. 
Roberts,  pastor.  • 


Grace  Chapel  (Lebanon):.  Ebenezer,  Bassfield:  March  6- 
March  13-18;  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  din-  9;  Sunday,  regular  services;  7  p.m. 
ner  at  iKX>n,  and  1:30  p.m.  service;  week  nights;  Milton  Scott,  Carson, 
Moa-Fii.,  7  p.m.;  Charles  Gamer,  evangelist;  Dallas  Raybom,  Hat- 
New  Augusta,  evangelist;  Ronnie  desburg,  music;  Alfred  Jones,  pas- 
Clemts,  Hattiesburg,  music;  tor. 

Thomas  W.  Kendall,  pastor. 

Colonial  Heights,  Jackson: 

Christ,  Greenwood:  March  6-  March  6-9;  Sunday-Wed.,  6:30 
9;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  lunch  served  at 

Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Billy  Lee  11:30  a.m.  and  mid-day  services, 
Foley,  New  Albany,  evangelist;  12:10-12:3j)  p.m.;  Bill  Stafford, 
Hubert  Greer,  Hazlehurst,  music;  evangelist;  Ray  Jones,  music;  call 
L.D.  (Joe)  Brown  Jr.,  pastor.  956-5000  for  mote  informadoa 


West  Marks 
notes  50th 
anniversary 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  UfeAnswers  c/o 
The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  B30,  Jackson,  nS  39203-0530. 
Flemse  be  brief,  fbune  and  address  not  required.  Remember: 
in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on 
your  counseling  needs. 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  birxjing  and  style  to  meet  every 
r>eed.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Internationally  known  apacialisla" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

Bex  ses-c  -  Oraenwood,  Mae.  SaSM 


iiTFuNERAL  Home 


ji  l^UNERALMOMElynj 
Ij^neral  Pte-Arrangement^j  |  m 
(|i  Simple, Safe, Secure  '  j  liji 
^[Natchez.  MS  442.7726:)  iOl 


JijNatchez,  MS  442.7726:)  ij|[ 


Members  of  West  Marks 
Church,  Marks,  will  celebrate  the 
church’s  50th  anniversary  through¬ 
out  the  month  of  Marck  Sunday 
services  will  feature  former  pas¬ 
tors  atxl  ministers  of  music  along 
with  highlights  from  the  church’s 
history.  The  celebradon  will  con¬ 
clude  March  27  with  noon  lun¬ 
cheon  and  a  concert,  begirming  at 
2pjn. 

Special  guests  include:  March 
6,  preaching,  Ron  Kirkland,  1 1 
a.m.,  Charles  Ellis,  6  p.m.;  music. 
Chuck  McMinn,  both  services; 
March  13,  preaching,  Olyn 
Roberts,  1 1  a.m..  Cooper  Hartley, 
6  '|>.m.;  music,  James  Harold 
Aldridge,  11  a.m.;  March  20, 
preaching  Billy  Joe  Pierce,  11 
a.m.,  Calvin  Inman,  6  p.m.;  music, 
Mike  Barham,  both  services; 
March  27,  preaching,  C.H.  Melton, 
11  a.m.;  a^  music,  Bobby  Whit- 
tingham. 

For  more  information,  call 
(601)326-4264. 


BSSB  providing  VBS  materials 
for  African-American  churches 

NASHVILLE  —  For  the  sec-  the  theme  for  the  1994  UMI  mate- 
ond  year,  the  Baptist  Sunday  rials,  which  are  available  for  all 
School  Board  is  making  available  age  groups,  preschool  through 
Vacation  Bible  School  materials  adults.  Materids  include  an  intro- 
developed  specifically  for  African-  ductory  kit,  director  and  teacher 
American  churches  by  an  indepen-  resource  Idts,  student  and  teacher 
dent  publisher.  manuals,  craft  booklets,  videos, 

A  1993  VBS  pilot  project  with  and  other  items. 

Urban  Ministries  Inc.  (UMI)  of  The  UMI  VBS  materials  are 
Chicago  showed  positive  results,  available  through  Baptist  Book 
according  to  Elgia  Wells,  manager  Stores  and  Lifeway  Christian 
of  the  BSSB  black  church  devel-  Stores  or  by  calling  the  board’s 
opment  section.  customer  service  center,  1-800- 

“Jesus  Shows  Me  the  Way”  is  458-2772. 

Day  of  Prayer  workers  sought 

Regional  and  local  coordinators  cert  by  Ballet  Magnificat’s  junior 
are  needed  to  help  organize  Missis-  company  will  follow  the  training 
sippi’s  National  Day  of  Prayer  sessioa 

emphasis,  set  for  May  5.  A  training  To  register  or  for  more  infonna- 
seminar  will  be  held  March  19,  9  tion,  call  (601)  857-8409.  There  is 
a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  at  New  Covenant  no  cost  for  the  seminar.  Partici- 
(Thurch,  Ridgeland,  for  individuals  pants  should  bring  a  sack  lunch, 
interested  in  participating. 

Highlights  of  the  seminar  will 
include  a  video  presentation  by  Pat 
Fordice,  wife  of  Mississippi  Gov. 

Kirk  Fordice,  and  addresses  by 
Bishop  Knox,  suspended  principal 
of  Wingfield  Hi^  School,  Jack- 
son;  Carl  Falster,  chair  of  Founda¬ 
tion  for  Christian  Alternatives;  aixl 
Steve  Bennett,  pastor  of  Colonial 
Hills  Church,  Southaven.  A  con- 


RATE:  60  cents  per  word,  $6  nrnnimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  oontrMt 
advertising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count. 
No  blind  ads. 


BAFTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR.  Rd.,  Jackson,  MS  3921 2. 
Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too 

large  or  small.  Statewide  service.  STEVE  CRUMPLER  preaching 
No  milec^  charge.  K&K  Bathtub  ministry.  Focused  on  Christ,  the 
Repair,  1642  Hwy  84E,  Laurel,  Church,  and  Revival.  P.O.  Box  67, 
MS  39440;  1  -800-349-2882.  Oneida,  KY  40972  (606)  847-471 8. 


BIG  TOP  GOSPEL  TENTS,  all  HEIDELBERG  STAINED  GLASS, 

sizes.  Open  Air  Ministries.  (318)  Meridian.  Design,  Fabrication, 
939-2239.  Repair.  Call  (601)  483-3171  or  1- 

800-368-2705. 

RETREAT  AREA  AVAILABLE: 

Includes  swimming  pool,  tennis  SEEKING  POSITION  as  pastor 
court,  skating  rink,  fishing  pond,  or  staff  member.  Position  can  be 
and  camping  areas.  Call  (601)  bivocational  or  full  time.  Contact: 
775-3220.  Robert  W.  Russell,  514  Preston 

Blvd.,  Bossier  City,.  LA  71111,  or 
USED  COMMERCIAL  KITCHEN  call  (31 8)  742-3225. 
equipment  for  sale:  Complete  set¬ 
up.  First  Baptist  Church,  Brook-  CASAS  ADOBES  Baptist  Church 
haven,  MS.  Smith  or  Sones,  announces  search  for  a  princi- 
(601)  833-5118.  pal/minister  for  our  day  school  of 

grades  K-8.  Our  school  is  23 
FULL-TIME  SECRETARY  with  years  old  with  320  children.  Call 
emphasis  in  publications.  Knowl-  Pat  Thompson  at  (602)  297-7238 
edge  of  Pagemaker  on  the  Mac-  or  write  2131  W.  Ina  Road,  Tuc- 
intosh  preferred.  Send  resume  to:  son,  AZ  85741  -2699  for  addHional 
Rev.  Dan  Watts,  Raymond  Road  information.  Starting  date  will  be 
Baptist  Church,  4622  Raymond  July  1,1994. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries. 

•Van  Winkle 

steeples,  lighting 
Church  folding  doors. 

_  ...  _  theater  seats 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton.  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


ANNUITY  BOARD 

From  page  3 


ment  grows  out  of  a  deep  person¬ 
al,  biblical-based  conviction  that 
is  shared  by  the  president,  the 
trustees,  and  the  officers  of  the 
Annuity  Board.” 

In  tte  1994-95  CP  budget,  the 
Annuity  Board  will  receive  $1.05 
million.  Like  all  other  SBC  agen¬ 
cies,  its  allocation  was  reduced 
1.23%. 

Intertwined  with  the  abortion 
debate,  the  same  subcommittee 
also  challenged  the  Annuity 
Board  about  violating  its  program 
statement.  The  board’s  assign¬ 
ment  is  caressed  in  three  areas: 
management  of  retiree  annuities, 
administering  a  prog)^  of  minis¬ 
ters’  relief,  iind  offering  insurance 
plans  and  related  services. 

The  subcommittee  raised  two 
points  of  contention.  The  first 
charge  was  that  by  offering 
investment  management  services 


to  some  Baptist  agencies  and 
schools,  the  Annuity  Board  was 
encroaching  upon  the  assignment 
given  the  foundations. 

The  second  was  that  the  Annu¬ 
ity  Board  had  ste{q;)ed  beyond  its 
assignment  by  managing  annuities 
for  employees  of  Criswell  Col¬ 
lege,  Mid-America  Baptist  Tteo- 
lo^cal  Seminary,  and  die  Co<^r- 
ative  BiqMist  Fellowsb^.  Criswell 
and  Mid-America  are  independent 
schools  closely  afflliated  with 
Southern  Baptist  churches.  The 
Fellowship  is  a  group  of  Southern 
Baptist  moderates  displeased  with 
the  SBC’s  new  conservative  lead¬ 
ership. 

Several  direaors  of  state  Biq>- 
tist  foundations  were  present  at 
the  meeting,  and  two  specifically 
testified  against  the  Annuity 
Board.  One  said  he  believes  the 
Armuity  Board  has  been  aggres¬ 
sively  soliciting  schools  in  his 
state  and  therefore  working 
against  the  state  foundation. 

The  Armuity  Board  countered 
that  while  they  may  have  accidw- 
tally  strayed  from  their  program 
assignment,  it  was  not  with  the 
intent  of  haming  any  other  Bap- 


SBC  Missions  Day  Camp 
provides  fun  for  children 


Missions  Day  Camp  is  for  boys 
and  girls  who  have  completed 
grades  one  through  six  this  year 
and  whose  parents  are  attending 
the  Southern  Bs^tist  Convention 
in  Orlando.  It  is  sponsored  by  the 
Bnitherhood  Commission. 

This  year  the  process  for  Mis¬ 
sions  Day  Camp  registration  has 
changed.  Pre-registration  is  now 
required.  To  pre-register  a  child, 
write  SBC  Kfissions  Day  Camp, 
Brotherhood  Commission,  SBC, 
1548  Poplar  Ave.,  Memphis,  TN 
38104  or  call  (901)  272-2461,  and 
a  registration  packet  will  be 
mailed  to  you.  Pre-registration 
must  be  received  by  the  Brother- 


Wouldn’t  you  like  to  see 
your  Church  Newsletter 
on  the  front  page  of 

Paptist  ^ttavh 


You  can! 


for  details  write: 

Teresa  Dickens 
V  The  Baptist  Record 
\  P.O.  Box  530 
"  \  Jackson,  MS  39205 

or  caU  (601)  968-3800 
ext.  3815 


hood  Commission  no  later  than 
March  13. 

A  three-day  package  price  of 
$62  per  child  is  availaUe.  A  two- 
day  package  is  available  for  $52 
for  Tuesday  and  Wednesday.  The 
individual  day  cost  per  chUd  per 
day  is  $35  for  Tuesday;  $24  for 
Wednesday;  and  $17  for  Tfaursday. 

Missions  Day  Camp  provides  a 
missions  education  program'^  for 
Children  of  messengers  during  all 
daytime  sessions  of  the  conven¬ 
tion,  Tuesday  8  a.m.-5  p.m., 
Wednesday  8  a.m.-12:30  p.m.,  and 
Thursday  8  a.m.-12:30  p.m.  or  ear¬ 
lier  if  the  convention  adjourns 
eariy. 


tist  group.  Rather,  they  said,  the 
intent  was  to  help  Baptist  entities 
achieve  the  best  possible  return  on 
their  investments. 

The  gist  of  the  Annuity 
Board’s  defense  is  that,  because 
they  manage  about  $4  billion  in 
armuity  investments  already,  they 
have  the  leverage  to  obtain  better 
returns  on  other  investments  as 
well. 

One  example  given  was  that  an 
uimamed  SBC  board  —  presum¬ 
ably  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
—  could  earn  up  to  $4  million 
more  on  its  money  next  year  if 
placed  under  Armuity  Board  man¬ 
agement  instead  of  its  current 
management 

The  Armuity  Board  contends  it 
would  not  be  drawing  business 
away  from  the  Baptist  foundaticms 
but  from  secular  mvestment  com¬ 
panies. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  foutKla- 
tion  executives  conte^  the  Atmu- 
ity  Board  should  be  held  strictly 
to  its  program  statement  for  the 
sake  or  preventing  confiision.  Hir- 
ther,  they  argue  allowing  the 
Annuity  Board  to  enter  manage¬ 
ment  of  agency  and  board  endow¬ 
ments  would  encroach  upon  their 
own  business. 

Annuity  Board  representatives 
have  said  they  plan  to  return  to 
the  September  ErKCutive  Conunit- 
tee  meeting  with  a  proposed 
change  in  tb^  program  statement 
that  would  allow  them  to  offer 
these  services.  For  the  time  being, 
however,  the  board  has  agreed  to 
“discontinue  expanding”  such  ser¬ 
vices. 

Upon  the  subcommittee’s  rec¬ 
ommendation,  the  full  Executive 
Committee  passed  a  motion 
requesting  this  of  the  Annuity 
Board.  Further,  .the  committee 
asked  the  board  to  stop  er^anding 
its  management  of  armuity  ser¬ 
vices  beyond  specifically  sanc¬ 
tioned  SBC  churches,  agencies, 
associations,  and  state  conven¬ 
tions. 

Apparently  this  means  the 
Armuity  Board  will  not  discontin¬ 
ue  its  accounts  with  Criswell  Col¬ 
lege,  Nfid-America  Seminary,  and 
the  Fellowship.  However,  adding 
any  mote  such  accounts  would  be 
prohibited  for  now. 

Powell  itKlicated  the  Armuity 
Board  would  abide  by  both 
requests. 

''  Wingfield  is  news  director, 
Kentucky  WESTERN  RE- 
CORDER.  Bob  Terry  of  the 
Missouri  WORD  &  WAY  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  story. 


Spring  Bible 
Conference 

Park  Place 
Bd^itist  Church 

March  1 7,  1 :3C)-9  p.m. 

Featuring 

Dr.  A1  Mohler 

president,  Southern  Baptist 
Theologlca]  Semlnaiy 
8. 

Dr.  Paige  Patterson 

president,  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Semlnaiy 
Hwy.  80  E.,  Brandon/Pearl 
939-6282 


Names  in  the  News 


New  Hope  Church,  Oktibbe¬ 
ha  County,  recendy  held  a  deacon 
ordination  service  for  Tim  Arm¬ 
strong  and  Louis  Wasson. 

Maribeth  Slinkard  has  joined 
the  staff  of  the  Mississippi  Med¬ 
ical  Information 
Network 
(MMIN)  at  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist 
Medical  Cen¬ 
ter.  She  will 
direct  marketing 
and  recruitment 
for  the  MMIN. 

The  MMIN.  a 
computerized  , 
message  net-  Shnkard 

work,  is  a  service  which  allows 
physicians  rapid  communication 
with  hospitals  or  other  doctors. 

Benny  Jackson  began  his  21st 
year  in  full-time  evangelism  in 
February,  1994.  Before  entering 
ihe  field  of  evangelism  be  was 
pastor  of  churches  in  Alabama, 
Mississiiqn,  and  Tetmessee  for  14 
years.  Jackin  lives  at  2873  Bel- 
grave  Dr.,  Germantown,  TN 
38138;  phone  (901)  757-2829. 

Steve  and  Annie  Chapman 
will  be  presented  in  concert  at 
Pqilar  Springs  Church,  Meridian, 
Saturday,  M^b  12,  at  7  p.m.  For 
mwe  information,  call  485-5106. 

Leroy  Stuart  and  the  Diplo¬ 
mats  will  sing  at  Good  Hope 
*  Church,  Leake  County,  Saturday, 
March  5,  at  7  pjn.„ 


Rob  Glldewell,  left,  was  ordained 
to  the  gospel  ministry  at  Wheeler 
Grove  Church.  Corinth,  on  Jan.  16. 
He  has  been  called  to  pastor  First 
Church,  Burnsville.  Kara  Blackard, 
pastor  of  Wheeler  Grove  Church,  is 
pictured  with  Glidewell. 

Clarence  Cooper 
Sr.  dies  at  66 

Clarence  J.  Cooper  Sr.,  66, 
retired  minister,  died  of  heart  dis¬ 
ease  Feb.  5  in  Birmingham,  Ala. 
Cooper  pastored  church  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi  including  Bethel  Church, 
Union  County,  and  Duncan  Hill 
Church,  Calhoun  City.  He  was  a 
member  of  Bethel  Church, 
Pinedale  Community,  Union 
County,  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
Funeral  services  were  held  at 
Bethel  Church  with  burial  in 
Bethel  Church  Cemetery. 

Survivors  include  his  wife, 
Qara;  two  sons,  Clarence  J.  Coop¬ 
er  Jr.  of  Grenada  and  Charlie 
Cooper  of  Rienzi;  one  sister,  three 
brothers;  three  grandsons,  a^  one 
granddaughter. 


Baptist  women  volunteers  in 
Delta  ice  storm 


Name 

Mae  Hardin 
Peggy  Huey 
Joan  Tyler 
Yvonne  Martin 
Kay  Cassibry* 

Jan  Cossitt* 

♦State  WMU  staff 


Hometown 

Winona 

Hattiesburg 

Collins 

Tylertown 

Qinton 

ClintMi 


■  Home  church 

Hrst,  ^^ona 
First,  H’burg 
Collins 
Tylertown 
Fkst,  Jackson 
Rrst,  Flora 


— Source:  Mississippi  WMU  Department 


Staff  Changes 


Mashulaville  Church, 
Macou,  has  called  Olyn  Roberts 
as  pastor  effective  Feb.  13.  A 
native  of  Louisville,  be  received 

OldAlabamaTown 

.IMCtrnluryUriiitHItttrjVmt* 
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restored  buildings 

H  Guided  Tours  &  Film 
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If  Crafts  Shops 

Ftr  iirf0rmali6m  4t  M  tcMmk  ttun: 

319  S.  HuU  Sl,  Montgomery,  Ain.  36104 
205-240-4500 

Emj  actcn  offl-«sai-*5.  OpM  Difli. 

X  Schedule  Your  Group't  Spring  Tone  Sow!  M 


his  education  at  Qarke  College, 
Mississippi  College,  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  He  retired  as 
DOM  for  Adams-Unimi  Associa¬ 
tion.  He  has  served  as  pastor  of 
Blythe  Creek  Church,  Choctaw 
County. 

First  Church,  Batesville,  has 
called  Alan  KU- 
gore  as  pastor 
effective  Jan. 
23.  A  native  of 
Moss  Point,  be 
received  his 
education  at 
Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege  and  New 
Orleans  Semi- 

Kflgore 

ous  place  of  ser¬ 
vice  was  Rrst  Churdi,  Aberdeen. 


Uniform 

Saved  by  faith 


By  Doug  Bain 
Romans  1 


In  No  Place  for  Truth,  or  Whatever  Happened  to 
Evangelical  Theology,  David  Wells  may  be  correct  He 
suggests  that  in  abandoning  a  concern  with  doctrine,  evan¬ 
gelicals  are  surrendering  to  the  values  of  modem  culture. 
Although  such  a  dilemma  is  complex,  our  study  of  Romans 
can  be  helpful,  since  Romans  is  the  most  systematically 
theological  of  Paul’s  writings.  Our  study  of  Romans  can  be 
helpful  in  other  ways  as  well.  The  incredible  human  dilem¬ 
ma  that  results  in  stalemates  receives  its  only  possible  rem¬ 
edy  in  the  experience  of  faidi.  The  first  half  of  Quarter  1 
introduces  this  great  treatise  on  faith. 

An  identity  shaped  hy  the  good  news  (w.  1-7).  In  die 
historically  conditioned  aspect  of  verse  1,  Paul  sets  out  his 
own  sense  of  identity.  He  is  a  servant-bonded-to-Christ  and 
be  is  a  sent-out  one,  an  aposde  just  as  much  as  any  other 
s^iosde  is,  and  he  is  set  apart  for  the  gospel  agenda.  In  die 
timeless  aspect  of  verse  1  as  Scripture  for  to<&y,  hearers 
are  challenged  to  ask  how  we  might  conceive  our  own 
sense  of  identity.  Could  I  be  one  Who  is  indentured  and  on 
mission,  set  apart  to  experience,  exhibit,  express,  and 
embody  good  news? 

Reference  to  “the  gospel  of  God”  is  to  be  understood 
not  only  possessively  as  God’s  good  news,  but  also  as  the 
good  news  about  God.  And  in  ultimate  context  the  good 
news  is  about  God  —  that  he  is  for  us  and  not  against  us, 
that  he  is  the  Father  concerned  with  our  returning  and  our 
maturing. 

The  brief  summap'  of  the  gospel  message  in  verses  2-7 
reveals  antecedents  in  the  Old  Testament  prqibets.  The 
good  news  about  God  is  communicated  tlmiugh  his 
Supreme  Representative  who  has  a  human  lineage  from 
David,  with  bis  divine  lineage  attested  in  the  resurrectioa 
Through  that  risen  Lord,  Paul  received  grace  and  apostle- 
ship  for  calling  people  to  obedient  faith.  The  fact  t^ 

Paul’s  expression  of  a  servant  identity  is  included  in  holy 
Scripture  indicates  that  God  calls  us  to  an  identity  shaped 
by  the  good  news,  with  lives  given  purpose  by  the  death 
and  by  the  life  of  Jesus. 

Concern  for  “foreign  believers”  (w.  8-15).  In  verse  8, 
thanksgiving  is  offered  for  those  Roman  believers  whom 
Paul  apparently  had  never  met  —  but  their  reputation  as 
people  of  faith  had  certainly  reached  him.  In  verse  9-13, 
Paul  expresses  his  longing  to  visit  these  believers.  Paul 
senses  their  need  for  administrative  oversight  and  spiritual 
strengthening  and  be  adopts  the  challenge;  they  seem  to  be 
basically  Gentiles  (v.  13)  arxl  be  is  the  “apostle  to  the  Gen¬ 
tiles.”  \^at  a  sense  of  i^ntity  and  missioa  he  states  in 
verse  14  —  be  “owes  a  debt”  to  the  cultured  Greek  and  to 
the  less  cultured  barbarian.  Although  the  debt  is  actually  to 
God,  Paul  works  on  discharging  that  debt  by  sharing  good 
news.  We,  too,  can  address  the  issue  of  our  iiidebtedness  to 
God  by  embodying  good  news  about  him  to  those  “in 
Rome.” 

The  power  of  the  gospd  (w.  16-17).  If  Romans  has 
key  verses,  these  are  protobly  the  ones,  containing  also  the 
theme  of  Romans.  Herein  we  leam  that  the  good  news  con¬ 
cerns  God’s  power,  and  when  it  is  proclaimed  it  is  God’s 
power.  Truth  is  not  a  set  of  correctly  formulated  doctrinal 
propositions,  and  neither  is  good  news.  Truth  and  good 
news  open  up  new  horizons,  new  possibilities,  and  new 
orientatioos  for  the  future,  and  as  Paul  indicates  here,  they 
also  involve  power.  He  suggests  that  fiuth  is  the  occasion 
when  that  resurrection  power  is  operative.  The  good  news 
story,  when  proclaimed  and  received,  demonstrates  the 
rightness  that  God  has  for  peq>le,  and  that  ri^tness  is  only 
to  be  received  through  the  gift  of  faith. 

The  good  news  is  about  eroerieocing  God’s  power  to 
deliver  us  from  darkness  and  bondage,  whatever  the  source 

—  even  cultural  captivity,  civil  religion,  and  modem  sub¬ 
urban  afBuent  substitutions  for  saci&cial  servanthood.  Are 
we  convinced  that  deliverance  from  such  cherished  securi¬ 
ty  is  really  good  news?  Could  it  be  that  even  after  being 
saved,  we  continue  to  need  a  Savior?  The  saving  we  n^ 
is  not  only  from  “sin,”  but  from  ourselves  and  our  own 
deceptive  darkness.  And  saving  is  not  only  from,  it  is  for 

—  for  the  new  humanity,  new  horizons,  and  a  new  center. 

Bain  is  professor,  bilHical  and  related  studies,  Blue 

Mountain  College. 


Bible  Book 

Jesus  as  Messiah 

By  Dan  Howard 
John  7 


We  may  have  e:q>erienced  being  misunderstood.  We 
may  have  misunderstood  odiers  because  of  preconceived 
ideas  or  mistaken  conclusions.  In  Jesus’  day,  diere  were 
many  people  who  had  preconceived  ideas  r^ut  the  Messi¬ 
ah  that  {voduced  much  of  the  controversy  which  surround¬ 
ed  Jesus.  This  lesson  challenges  us  to  erqrlore  ways  we  can 
dispel  present-day  mistaken  ideas  about  Jesus. 

Controversy  surrounding  Jesus  (w.  12-13).  It  was 
time  in  Jerusalem  for  the  Feast  of  Tabemades  or  Booths. 
Jesus  was  encouraged  by  his  half-brothers  to  attend  arxl 
demonstrate  his  power.  Jesus  refused  to  publicly  go  to  the 
feast  because  he  knew  drat  the  Jewish  leaders  were  seeking 
to  loll  him  and  dus  was  not  the  best  time  to  do  something. 
We  can  leam  from  this  that  listening  to  Jesus  is  important  if 
we  want  to  know  the  most  opportune  time  for  us  to  act. 
Trusting  1^  to  ^de  us  is  essential.  We  also  can  under¬ 
stand  that^  timing  does  not  always  fit  our  schedule. 

In  verses  12  and  13  we  see  that  there  was  much  contro¬ 
versy  about  Jesus  among  the  people.  The  word  translated 
“murmuring”  (KJV)  or  “gmmbling”  (NASV)  indicates  that 
the  discussion  about  Jesus  was  a  rather  quiet  discussion. 
People  were  whirring  in  low  voices.  Some  people  saw 
Jesus  as  leading  tte  middtude  astray.  Both  sicres  were  con¬ 
trolled  by  fear  of  the  Jewish  leaders  to  the  point  that  they 
did  not  speak  publicly  about  Jesus.  Fear  will  hinder  us  from 
doing  things  in  the  kingdom  of  God.  1  Timodiy  1:7  says, 
“Fot  God  has  not  given  us  a  spirit  of  timidity  (fear),  but  of 
power  and  love  ai^  disciidine”  (NASV). 

Some  of  the  people  bdieve  on  Jesus  (w.  25-31).  Sev¬ 
eral  days  into  die  feast  Jesus  did  appear  in  Jerosalem  and 
began  to  teach.  The  people  were  astonished  at  his  teaching 
since  he  had  not  attended  any  of  the  theological  schools  of 
his  day.  The  people  were  also  confused.  Ttey  knew  that  the 
Jewish  leaders  had  a  plan  to  kill  Jesus,  but  they  had  made 
no  attempt  to  follow  through  with  their  plan.  This  made  the 
people  wonder  if  the  leaders  understood  Jesus  to  be  the 
Messiah. 

The  people  quickly  settled  the  question  of  Jesus’  mes- 
siahship  by  stating  that  they  knew  his  hometown  and  diey 
knew  Ins  family  of  origia  The  reason  they  came  to  this 
conclusion  was  their  belief  that  no  one  would  know  the  ori¬ 
gin  of  the  Messiah. 

Jesus  goes  on  to  state  that  he  had  come  from  God  and 
that  he  was  intimately  acquainted  widi  God.  The  peo{de 
questioning  Jesus  did  not  have  an  intimate  relationship  with 
the  Father. 

At  this  point  a  mob  of  people  sought  to  take  Jesus  and 
kill  him.  lluough  the  mi^ty  interventiem  of  God  they  were 
prevented  from  touching  Jesus.  It  is  great  to  know  that  we 
serve  a  God  who  can  and  will  protect  us. 

Many  of  the  people  who  heard  Jesus  speak  did  believe. 
They  dM  not  believe  that  anyone  could  do  more  miracles 
than  Jesus.  The  question  in  verse  31  expects  a  “no”  answer. 

Mixed  reactions  to  Jesus  (w.  37-43).  The  Pharisees 
and  duef  priests  re^)onded  to  Jesus  by  sending  a  group  of 
officers  to  arrest  Jesus.  This  was  a  strange  alliance  because 
the  chief  priests  were  a  part  of  die  Sadducees.  The  Sad- 
ducees  and  the  Pharisees  had  many  rqiposing  views  on 
numerous  issues. 

Jesus  continued  to  teach  in  spite  of  those  threats.  On  the 
last  day  of  the  feast  Jesus  stood  and  offered  living  water  to 
all  thoK  who  believed  on  him. 

In  verse  39  we  are  told  that  the  living  water  represented 
the  Holy  Spirit.  The  Holy  S|Mt  has  always  existed,  but  . 
mankind  (fad  not  experience  his  full  power  until  Pentecost. 

There  were  mixed  reactions  to  the  true  identity  of  Jesus. 
Some  were  saying  that  be  was  a  nrtqibet.  Otters  were  say¬ 
ing  that  Jesus  was  the  Messiah.  Still  otters  said  that  he  was 
of  the  seed  of  David.  Those  differing  points  of  view  could 
be  attributed  to  preconceived  ideas  about  the  Messiah  and 
assumptions  made  about  the  identity  of  Jesus. 

People  are  still  divided  over  the  identity  of  Jesus.  Some 
will  accept  him;  others,  reject  him.  Our  responsibility  is  to 
share  wim  otters  the  difference  Christ  has  made  in  our 
lives  and  the  difference  he  can  make  in  theirs.  As  we  con¬ 
sistently  live  the  example  of  Christ,  much  of  the  controver¬ 
sy  about  him  will  be  dispelled. 

Hqwdrd  is  pastor  of  Woodville  Church,  Woodville 


Life  and  Work 

What  does  Christ  expect? 

I 


By  BiDie  Buckley 
Luke  17 


When  our  sons  got  married,  I  wrote  them  a  letter  on  what 
to  expect  firom  a  marriage  <x>mmitment  I  wrote: 

‘Texlay  your  love  is  beautiful  and  elegant.  Yet,  there  will 
come  days  when  it  beccunes  plain  and  homely  from  work 
and  stress.  You  may  still  call  it  love. 

“It  is  cancOeli^t  softness  right  now.  But,  one  day,  it  may 
be  hard  and  tough.  You  may  s^  call  it  love. 

“On  this  your  wedding  (lay,  your  love  is  courageous  and 
determined.  Know  that  one  day  it  may  be  fearful  and  weak. 
You  may  still  call  it  love. 

“Please  remember  this  also:  when  she  is  scared,  be  ter 
strength;  when  she  is  sad,  be  ter  joy;  when  she  is  tired,  be 
ter  energy,  when  she  is  lonely,  be  ha  friend;  when  she  is  a 
mother,  be  ter  helpmate;  and  when  sfa^okl,  be  ter  lover.” 

As  important  as  it  is  to  teach  our  sons  and  daughters  what 
to  e;q>ect  from  marriage,  even  more  important  is  it  to  teach 
them  what  Christ  expects.  Our  Scripture  today  instructs  us 
on  this  matter. 

When  others  are  weak,  avoid  leading  ttiem  into  sin 
(w.  l-3a).  Jesus  tau^t  tds  disciples  that  one  of  their 
responsit^ties  was  to  not  lead  (^rs  to  sin,  and  as  a  result, 
to  be  separated  from  God.  The  consequences  are  serious 
when  we  engage  in  this  destru(tion  business. 

Instead,  Cb^  expects  us  to  be  in  the  construction  busi¬ 
ness  and  not  the  destruction  of  pulling  down  otters.  Leading 
otters  to  sin  by  our  exarrqrle  means  we  are  called  “least  in 
the  kingdom”  (Matt.  5:19). 

We  need  to  pray,  “Fatter,  encompass  us  with  thy  loving 
care  of  otters  and  realize  in  us  your  highest  purpose.” 

When  others  are  sorry,  forgive  ttem  (w.  3b-4).  Jesus 
pointed  out  that  believers  have  a  responsibility  to  help  each 
other  in  regard  to  sin  —  to  point  it  out  and  to  fergive  each 
other.  A  real  forgiving  attitude  comes  when  we  feel  so 
absorbed  in  God’s  interest  in  others  that  we  are  actually 
iixiifferent  to  our  own  need  to  hug  to  ourselves  our  hurts, 
resentments,  and  unforgiving  spiriLs. 

When  we  forgive  we  leave  behind  certain  things.  We 
don’t  br(xxl  over  the  past  We  are  freed  from  tempers,  pride, 
and  bad-mouthing  others.  Leaving  behind  this  unforgiving 
spirit  helps  us  to  run  in  the  path  t^  God  has  marked  for  us 
by  the  direction  of  his  Holy  Spirit. 

When  others  are  powerl^  live  by  faith  for  them  to 
^  faith’s  power  (w.  5-6).  Jesus  encouraged  us  to  exercise 
in  these  verses  not  our  body,  but  our  faith.  When  believers 
exercise  their  faith  in  God,  they  allow  the  power  of  God  to 
be  evident  in  ttem. 

Faith  gives  us  clearness  of  vision  —  no  scpiinting,  no  dis¬ 
tortion,  no  looking  in  two  diteexions.  Jesus  shared  this  faith 
with  his  disciples.  What  kind  of  faith  do  you  share  today? 

Faith  believes  that  God  lives  in  the  present.  He  is  the 
great  I  AM  —  not  WAS,  not  WILL  BE.  He  is  present  texlay 
in  my  sadness  (x  joy,  my  classr(x>m  or  job,  my  plans  and 
purposes. 

When  others  are  powerftil  rulers,  serve  humbly  with 
obedience  (vv.  7-10).  Jesus  never  tau^t  us  that  serving  oth¬ 
ers  means  that  we  don’t  recognize  and  accept  (xir  strengths. 
We  need  to  have  a  sense  of  worth  and  value  about  our  lives. 
There  is  no  divorce  needed  between  these  two  concepts. 

There  is  a  warning  needed  to  those  who  serve,  him  in 
“full-time  service.”  ^Uic  ministry  arxl  personal  ministry 
must  be  combined  “Refieree  servants”  who  blow  the  whistle 
is  not  etKNigh.  Most  referees  in  any  given  sport  blow  the 
whistles  or  dre^  flags  to  tell  the  players  what  drey  did 

wrong.  As  s(X)n  as  the  ganoe  is  over  th^  are  gone.  Personal¬ 
ly,  I  (ion’t  think  we  need  qnritual  leaders  who  {day  by  those 
rules.  We  need  those  whose  hearts  beat  with  G^’s  love  so 
as  to  move  their  hands  and  fleet  as  well  as  their  vrnces. 

What  does  Christ  expect?  Could  it  be  that  he  expects  us 
to  serve  him  with  a  consistent  lifestyle?  Tnie  servanth(xxl  is 
not  .frx'  an  everk,  or  a  day,  or  paraded  in  public. 

It  is  a  mvate,  day-after-day,  giving  evidence  of  God’s 
rule  and  God’s  love  in  our  hearts.  This  is  what  Christ 
e;q)e(ks.  Nothing  less.  Nothing  more. 

Buckley  is  a  member  of  Petal-Harvey  Church,  Petal. 
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Young  people  on  our  India  Nunnery  Campus,  Ja^on,  enjoyed  a  %vestem  style*  Valen¬ 
tine’s  Banquet.  Western  food,  western  dothes,  western  decorations  all  added  to  the  festive 
spirit  of  the  evening.  Mike  and  Andrea  Reed  led  the  group  in  fun  music  and  games  as  part  of 
the  entertainment  for  the  evening.  They  were  a  big  hit.  Thsnk  you,  Mike  and  Andrea. 
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Mr.  B  Mit.  CBM  Laen  h. 
ChaaBa  BaS  IBMa  Thaana 
M.BMn.W.A.UBnaa 


MkaJaaalannIfaB 
M.  B  Mn.  OaaiiaT.  Paiiah 
Mr.  aaS  Ma.  Haary  VIdncT 
Mr.  B  Mn.  Loo  D.  PipparSr. 
■ta.  B  Mia.  Mn  L  Wakar 
BPanBy 

M.BMn.M.EDana,Jr. 

Mr.  B  Mn.  BaaaarS  Wain 
MBnnWatnIUlr 
Bio.  B  Ma.  Ryaa  WMUap 

Mn  r  r  IlnUi^i-niiltl 

Mn.O.CWI||M 

MMCUMaoHaiHa 

Dr.MMraSWHt 

Mo.CF.Haa^i«ot«i 

MEMORIALS 

Mia.  Laaaa  P.  Arj 

Mr.  B  Mn.  Frad  Caanar  B  Ba)ra 

Jana  L.  Ataan  Jr 

ABB  n  LMin  BMa  Clan, 
OaUlaaBC.Oioaaar 
Mr.  JnoM  W.  Baaaar 
IB.  B  Mn.  Wnno  UBa 
Laol  aina  Aiaan 
Mr.  B  Mn.  Ilawawl  McDaoald 
LMdaM.  Adana 
Mr.  B  Mn.  M.  H.  BlaBMk 
Ma  Balk  BUay  Adana 
IB.BMn.  W.S.Caak 
MraSaBa  E  Akwwnlli 
IB.  Blly  Fmk  PanaU 
Mn.  Carrlaa  M.  AMrldfa 
Mn.  Royaa  Una^aaD 
IB.BMn.JakoF.Bnaao 
Mia.W.E  tlaaaadar 
IB.  B  Mn.  J.  A.  HawaiB  Jr. 


IB.  B  Mn.  Ykoow  W.  CaBan 

Bay  Aaoaaaiaa 

IBi.CV.Dyan  . 

SByl  Aadrani  B  B.  W.  McDaoM 
IB.  B  Mn.  On  W.  SauBtrlaod  Jr. 
MyrtlaDaaaMAiladia 
IBa.LaolnD.  WUUniia 
BnBri  F.  ABnan 
MM  Wnd  JnBaao  B  WaM  Ir 
Lany  Aycack  n 
Mo.WadaOalarki 
JssDsiA^ 

IB.BkBo.Dunn'IVackar 
Mn.  flladyi  BaBay 
IB.BkBa.LBaKakaata 


Mn.M.Bakar 
Mr.BMn.BablBCaRl 
kin.  Maadya  BaBar 
Mr.BIBi.IBn7CHna 
kB.HoyBMIota 
IB.  B  Mn.  Hniy  E  Waada 
Mn.klaryBaldiata 
IB.BMn.lolnMni#i 
Mn.  U  (Maalo)  Batten 
IB.  B  Mn.  IBa  WaiinaooD 
kha.N.B.Ynkiei^ 

Mn.  Ink  Haad^ 

MandMk  A.BmSr 
IBi.  Onn  E  FnnO-AUni 


Dr.  B  Mn.  David  Skoidi 
Rav.  B  Mn.  Witeam  Mateawa 
IBs.  H.  L.  (Oaite)  L.  Branar 


IB.  B  Mn.  Edward  O.  Cak  IE 
Mi.MnianlE.KandaU 


Mn.MnyT.Bi(lana 
Mi.BMia.LteSen«|a 
Mn.  Mary  Janoa  MnKay 
Mt.ElliiERioBa 
Cary  Brtdfin 
lb.  B  IBi.  Fnd  Taonnod  Jr. 


Mr.  B  IBa.  Honon  L.  Dn«ni  Ir. 
Mr.WteirOMaBdi 
IB.BIBa.  W.aHokby 
W.OUaEal 
IB.  B  Mn.  Rdy  DBnitia 
Mn.  Laya  Baaaall 
OB  Qaava  Bapbot  Cbuick 
Mr.EaBany 
Mn.  BaBnO.  Mnbtwa 
Mr.  B  Mn.  Water 
KaoailkBldwB 
Mr.W.O.MinJr. 

Malba  Spate  Bi||an 
IB.  B  Mn.  Wayna  Hnbait 
Laa  Maaao  BteUay  Jr 
Ma.SBy  Amaa 
Ms.  lanteEmsIiR 
Ma.  Jan  D.  Many 
Mr.aESBBap 
Mr.  B  Mn.  Ikamn  W.  CaBnt 
Mr.  Wapkaa  Bter 
Mia.BaiBaO.  MnBawt 
Mr.BMn.J.P.Kally 

Mr.  BIteDn  W.  Soutnilnid,  It. 

Knaalk  Waiter 
Mn.  Linilla  IVaao 
Mta.  Rarlaoa  Bn 
IB.EA.Fteiin 
CB.rinBn 
Mr.CaaBaA.Bnanaa 
Mn.J.WnlayMllar 
Mr.Wsna 
IB.  BMn.  LnOwana 
Jaaan  Orate  Braawifl 
SuaBteaQaoa,  Foynan  BC 
Bar.  Itebaa  Way 
RaBy  Adnn  SS,  Naw  Ubaity  BC 
Mr.  B  IBs.  Ftafd  (Mn)  Brate 


Ma  WikaaNaULn 
MabBOanvaLn 
MaBar  and  FSBnr  at  Balk  Bri^ 
IfaaRaBKBri^ 
DartekyWtey 
Mr.BIBa  W.ECaB 


Mrs,  CfciBly  Catena  BaUir 

Mr.  B  IBa  Ikamn  W.  Cateso 
MIdksdV.Cate 
Mn.  Aaoa  RaonaviUa 
MraOtodyaCmpkiS 
IB.  B  Mn.  Inan  W.  Hany  Ir. 
B  Lym 

Mrs.  Bdn  Baate  Carniteaal 
Rate  SS,  rsiB^Iatvay  BC 


Mn-FnayRobteaeo 
Mn.EnliBaAiteniitt 
Mr.  B  Mra  Lnur  Arteur 
Caail  Con  SS,  nc  Jaduao 
Mr.  B  Mra  Ik,  in,  Oaatipa 
Mr.  B  Mra  Laate  Hnpar 
Mn.  MaiicnLyaiia 
Mn.  Batena  b*avty 
Dr.  B  Mn.  Irnaa  E  Link 
Mr.  Cak  Brawo 
Mr.  B  Mra  Wabm  E  Oon 
Steva  Brans 
Mn.  Myn  Stemon 
Mrs.  Rate  Rrawstej 
VaJky  Faik  Biptia  Cknch 
IBs.  Jslta  M.  Brsrt 
Mr.  B  Mra  Banda  McCklln 
lb.  B  Mra  Pad  I.  Inani 
T.EBisBIar 
Ma  tewau  s.  Danpny 
Ibs-MyrlisBaBate 
Mr.  B  Mra  WflUni  C.  Wikoo 
Vlr^Btektey 
Mr.BMiaMnvioDissa 
BskfcyL.BBm 
Ma  Caakya  Buna 
Wads  Bam 

Mr.  B  Mra  Water  B.  Moon 


Onk,  Dsn  ate  At  Daly 
MraDsikCantel 
Iba.  Mn  D.  Ikann 
Mra.  Baky  enter 
Ib.BIbi.  W.  B.Hokan 
kb.WBtardCanBr 
Mr.  BMn. Billy  Hnss 
Mr.  B  Mn.  Osoifs  CknKnck 
Ma  Bdba  Ckndin 
Mr.  B  Mn.  W.  S.  CoaB 
MraDaosCkridy 
Mr.  B  Mn.  Wdnr  B.  Moon 
Dr.  Paary  Clastea 
HoHnikk  B^at  Churck 
Mr.  B  Mn.  Okoo  E  Cmws 
Mr.  B  Mn.  Ln  D.  Pappsr  Sr. 
N.T.CIaySr 

Mr.  B  Mn.  'Tkoenn  Clay  ID 


Mr.  B  kba  Lno  Bnispi 
kbs.  Daaa  Baiitea 

Mr.  B  Iba  Rnn  DiB«ln  It. 

I  aan  Pm  fr  t — ily 


Mr.  B  Mra  Ite  Adna  B  FasSy 


Mr.  BMn.DniWsn 
Mrs.  Cardk  CSsaaar 
Mr.  B  Mn.  Huyd  Howard 
Mr.  B  Mn.  Jnsss  C  P^ten 
Mn.  AanCniten 
kbs.ltenOknar 
rkkte  SS,  nc  Ciyste  Spiii«i 
MmEan  Aaates  damn 
Dr.BMialnanELtek 
Mr.  B  Mn.  BiUyC  MeDaoaM 
Banal  Cknn 
lb.  B  Mn.  WdanE  Mona 
Clyda  L.  Cknsa  Sr 
Hntald  Cbaviokl  Caaspny 
BamnCtalsW 
Mr.  B  IBs.  Ikainn  Cask 
Sam  Cady  B  Map|li  Ykatenknk 
Mi.Blin.FnlR.CcawiU 

(to  bo  continuod) 


A  poition  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  list  of 
Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay 
tribute  to  others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium. 
This  feature  is  hopefolly  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and 
respect,  those  who  are  and  have  been  special  to  our  special  Mends. 


^MrBMn.nKShivan 


lifa*.Ooof«»B.H«clr. 
Mr.JotuR.ToMj 
Mr.  ud  Mio.  WiUk  BmIoii 
Mr.ldToubbuij 
Mr.  A  Mro.  Ea^rao  BigiMMi  Dl 
Mr.JobMjToMTj 
Mn.  iowol  SogM 
Mr.  Joiu  r.  VandoTMder 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Bntnj  R.  Cook 
WlnMYnn- 
Tojlor  Ba|«aaC  Ctaui^ 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Duto  Munmg 
Mr.  Bobbj  Vongbo 
FnmwPbqdoc 
Jodk  Vmglu 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Dovid  Ddm 
lA*.BoolAWon 
Mr.Bni  WoRuJr 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Murieo  Braora 
Mr.OaD.WiRu 
lA.  A  Mn.  AnAwn  J.  Onuhnoa 


llA.lf0t0W.OTriMB 

JorraM  WajM  WiAtj 
lA.  A  lAo.  Ahni  WoBoj 
lAa  HiBnj  N.  PbOiau 


lA.  AMn.Olj«rHi«|M 
Mr.Bo«rWAfclM 
lAo.  Abu  B.  SnA 
Mr.iibnR.WaUi 
lA.  A  lAo.  Pnd  MntA 
MraaMoMuWurar 
IAm  MUM  L  Ncfcbn 
JaMR.Wdkb 
lA.  A  lAi.  Fnhir  Nm 
ItosMuj  Pidt*  WoU 
Mb  A  Mn.  JM  A.  CoBfcn 


lA.A»Ai.PttRSUran 

RsT.Wkllo 


Snte  Adob  CLs  SMj  Orr.  Mi^ 
IW.  Oouft  OBo«  WMR  » 

Ml.  AMn.W.K.RJ|gA 
lA.  A  iAi.  B.  a  Montran 
lA-AIAosJoeklidM 
Mn.  Hots  H.  Roon 
lAi.  WUurOAbos 
CmioI  IAApA  OAto,  FA 
OAKmPTA 
lAo.  Opd  Oiboni 
MraaEUIoWMte 
Ibo  Swon  Pnaitj 
Mn.  Mngafot  FraU  A  Fnoily 
BMjWMtt 
Mn.  JooCuTiUrara 
Mr.  Chortio  Wbblca 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Tom  Ric« 

Mr.  Pnd  P.  WWIm 
Iho  Soiidnra  SMMon 
Mr.  A  Mn.  T.  W.  Moffoa 
Mr.  A  Mn.  I.  M.  Snfej 


JonWmoM 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Doom  Craft 
Mra.  UM  Pnnii  WBHu 
Mr.  A  Mn.  T.  L  Furob 


Mr.  A  Mn.  JockooD  Adnu 
Mr.  A  Mn.  W.  T.  Won 


Mr.  A  bfao.  Loo  Owou 
Mr.MMiUT.  WMdbou 
lA.  A  Mn.  A.  Brnmu  WUooo 
Mr.looR.WolA 
CoraRU  Boptbl  Cburah 
Mr.  A  Mn.  Dooglw  Aidbnm 
BouyC.Wood 
Mr.  A  Miy.  W.  D.  Hobby 
MraaKoronWoodnff 
Mn.  FlonDM  RumoU 
Mn.  FnricM  Triptni 
Mn.  Aaoio  Nori  TripInt 
Mrm.  Bordu  Mn  Wooloa 
lA.  A  Mn.  ChniM  Sfood 
Mr.  Dnuj  R.  Ofoforj 


Mr.  W.  HIHord  ^TAo^ToIm 
Mrs.  Fanio  PeapUo 
Mrs.  loetto  TUhnn 
^  Mr.R&WUkAscn 

Mr.  A  Mn.  Jnt  D.  WUon 
Mr.DoBYoonf 
Fofosi  Bifiiin  Chtndi 
Mr.RobutToMf 
Mr.  A  Mn.  OuMm  In  kfiDsr 
Mra.  HAn  Tow^blood 
FofOiC  BiplasC  CbniA 


Betbonj  88,  PBCp  BnUnMo 
lA.  A  Mn.  W.  C  AinAb 
Brin  uM  Tan 
Mr.  AMn.  RobsuM^ralo 
FIdUA  Sandoj  8Aool  dno 


lA.AlAs.RobortBtjn 
Mr.AbAasJMiABM 
kA.  A  hAo.  Jmso  E 


lA.  A  Mn.  Loa  a  Kfpor  Sr. 


Moudo  Bmoj  SS,  auaoo  BC 
Mr.  A  lAa.  W.EBuritt  A  Paailj 
Mr.  A  Mn.  E  Wojn  AMR 
MroaMaMoBan 
Doraat  SS,  Wlduind  BC 
IA«,  Mirj  Bl^ono 
Mn.  lA^^MriboC  HanoO 


lA.  A  lAo.  JoAi  In  HoAmroj 
Dr.AlaaMnoa 
Mr.  A  Mb.  DonUd  A.  BRn 


Mr.AMraEETqrlor 
lA.J.aOMMrHi 
Bana  SS,  me  HuiAAuS 
Dkfc  aad  BIran  CMMgi 
hA.  A  lAo.  BUI  V^oBBdB 
Mn.CMraCMM 
Mn.  Ihi^  BrMAMp  LWo 
ACbIjo 
MBRChMi 

lA.  A  lAo.  Roboit  Mriuraco 
Mra.  Pbtj  Ontaa 
Mr.  A  Mb.  Lob  a  NpporSt. 

Mr.  bM  Mra.  Jlu  OrioaMB 
a.  A  KAi.  J.  M  Brack  Jc. 

Mr.  A  lAo.  C.  N.  GbbKj 
Mr.  A  Mb.  Futkk  R  Coaoftj 
JoluDfcboma 
lA.  A  Mb.  Joiij  1.  LoftA 
Doa'DobBtj 

Mr.  A  Mn.  HiAsbT.  PnAirk 
Mr.  A  lAa.  SanMl  P.  Brfbbn 
Mr.  A  Mn.  FUltp  a  Ron  A. 
Mn.EElhua|^ 

PidoUi  SS,  S«BfiM  BC  PWal 
Mra.OaMoDalj 
Mn.  MB^setBoCHoBoO 
Joba  E  aad  Oraao  E  Puan 
lA.AIAs.  AmoROnrA 
Mr.  A  1A«.  Jao  PBrfana 
Mr.  A  Mn.  PBrick  R  CoBcclj 
Mrs.  JoaBO  PoBdraB 
Joj  SS.  ClBfcsM  B^b^  Cbmob 
Mn.  Uojd  D.  fbrtaiburj 
Mrs.  MupBcbB CHonoO 
Ear.  bM  Mra.  ToBMa  OMoa 
APa^ 

lA.  A  lAs.  M.  E  Dans,  A. 
Hoary  M.<aaai 

a.  Vn  a  Qidck 

Mra.  Pmk  HnanoBd 

lA.  A  lAo.  Jbdm  R  lErhin 
Mr.  A  lAa.  Cad  flaryu 
KatA  A  luaBB  Brapwa 
Mn.W.  W.Homy 
kA.  A  Mb.  Ojdo  C  HB^bUl  A. 


NOV.  1,1 993- 
NOV.  30, 1993 


MEMORIALS 


DEC.  1,1993- 
DEC.  31, 1993 


HONORS 


>2- 


r\GE  12  BAPnST  BEcoap 


XlmrMUv.  March  3. 1994 


CHILDREN’S  PAGE 


Tliere  are  9  birds  hidden  in^lie 
brdhoose  below.  Cflnyoo  "firid  "Hieni? 
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HERON 

LevH-icUS  l|:)9  _ 

OWL 

34:15 

hen 

UiKe  13:34 


EA6LE 

0t«nsnomy32'l| 

RGEON 

Genesis  I59 

HAWK 

Job  39*Z6 

STORK 

LevHicos  II:I9 

GULL 

Levi+icjus  II:I6 

THRUSH 

Isaiah  3&:I4 


Source:  Fun  Stt^fffor  Kids,  by  Michael  Stieff 
(ZoodeivanPublishiiigHouse,  1994). 

AvailaUe  at  your  local  bookstore  or  by  calling  1-800-727-3480. 


Solution: 
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Bibliocivher 

By  Charles  Anarx 
copyright  1994 


WYYKNZEJC  PK  PDA  SKNZ  PDWP  E  YKRAJWJPAZ 
SEPD  UKQ  SDAJ  UA  YWIA  KQP  KB  ACULP,  OK  lU 
OLENEP  NAIWEJAPD  WIKJC  UKQ:  BAWN  UA  JKP.’ 

DWCCWE  PSK:BERA 

Haxx  fun  uhih  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A  King 
James  Version  BMe  verse  /us  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  wedc's  puzzle:  First  John  One:Fme. 


Pen  Pal 
Club 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Qub, 

My  name  is  Austin  McClel¬ 
land.  I’m  8  years  old  and  in  the 
second  grade.  My  biididay  is  Nov. 
S.  My  teacher  is  Mrs.  Smith.  She 
is  nice.  I  attend  Sturgis  Attendance 
Center.  I  go  to  Wake  Forest  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  I  live  in  Sturgis,  Miss. 

I  have  three  dogs  and  one  cat.  I 
love  to  hunt.  1  do  not  care  if  my 
pen  pal  is  a  boy  or  girl.  My  hob¬ 
bies  are  playing  basball,  basket¬ 
ball,  jumping  on  the  trampoline, 
and  playing  with  my  sister. 

Austin  McClelland 
2540  Berry  Rd. 

Sturgis,  MS  39769 

Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 

My  name  is  Paige  Jones.  I  am 
10  years  old  and  in  the  fifth  grade. 
I  like  cheerleading  and  turning 
flips.  1  am  a  member  of  Friendship 
Baptist  Church.  I  am  a  Girl  Scout 
and  take  gymnastics  and  dance.  1 
would  like  boys  aiKl  girls  any  age 
to  write  to  me. 

Paige  Jones 
2976  Baswell  Dr. 

Sturgis,  MS  39769 

Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 

My  name  is  Jimmy  Franks.  1 
am  10  years  old.  My  hobby  is  rais¬ 
ing  horses  and  riding  them.  1  am  in 
the  fifth  grade.  My  teacher’s  name 
is  Mrs.  Loreh  Morgan.  1  live  in  a 
little  town  in  Mississippi  called 
Sturgis.  I  go  to  a  church  called 
Wake  Forest  Baptist  Church.  1 
would  like  a  boy  or  pen  pal  to 
write  to  me  at: 

Jimmy  Franks 
3554  Big  Creek  Rd. 

Sturgis,  MS  39769 

Dear  Pen  Pal  Qub, 

My  name  is  Lee  Am  Holt.  1  am 
in  the  fifdi  grade  and  11  years  old. 
I  love  pen  pals,  boys  ot  girls.  My 
bobbies  are  reading,  swimming, 
playing  with  my  dog  Trooper,  a^ 
playing  different  sports.  I  go  to 
Water  Valley  Elementary  School. 
Please  send  me  a  picture.  If  you 
would  like  to  write  me,  my 
address  is: 

Lee  Arm  Holt 

Rt.  1,  Box  149 

Water  Valley,  MS  38965 

Dear  Pen  Pal  Qub, 

Hi!  My  name  is  Holley  Carpen¬ 
ter.  I’m  13  years  old.  1  attend 
Immanuel  Baptist  Church.  My 
hobbies  are  talldng  on  the  phone, 
shopping,  writing  letters  a^  sto¬ 
ries,  playing  basketball,  and  dieer- 
leading.  I  would  like  fw  a  boy  or 
girl  of  any  age  to  write  me. 

Holley  Carpenter 
P.O.  Box  177 
CarroUton,  MS  38911 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Qub, 

My  name  is  Brooke  McClel¬ 
land.  I’m  10  years  old  and  in  the 
fifth  grade.  My  birthday  is  July  22. 
My  tmbbies  are  reading,  talking  on 
the  phone,  finding  snails  and 
slugs,  writing  to  pen  pals,  helping 
around,  swimming,  watching 
satellite  TV,  baseball,  basketball, 
and  hunting.  1  have  1 1  snails,  three 
dogs,  two  cats,  and  seven  chick¬ 
ens.  1  go  to  Sturgis  Attendance 
Center.  My  teacher  is  Mrs.  Loreli 
Morgan.  She  is  nice.  I  do  not  care 
if  I  have  a  boy  or  girl  to  write  me. 
Please  send  a  photo. 

Brooke  McClelland 
2540  Berry  Rd. 

Sturgis,  MS  39769 

Dear  Pen  Pal  Qub, 

My  name  is  Krystal  Reynolds.  1 
am  13  years  old.  I  am  a  member  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Rose 
Hill.  My  hobbies  are  skating, 
bowling,  reading,  and  playing 
sports.  If  you  would  like  to  be  my 
p^n  pal,  write  me,  and  if  possible, 
send  a  picture.  1  will  be  sure  to 
write  you  back. 

Krystal  Reynolds 
Rt.  l,Box  154 
Rose  Hill,  MS  39356 

Dear  Pen  Pal  Qub, 

My  name  is  Kristen  Burton.  1 
am  10  years  old.  I  am  in  the  fourth 
grade.  My  hobbies  are  writing,  rid¬ 
ing  my  bike,  playing  outside,  and 
reading.  1  would  like  boys  from 
anywhere  in  the  world  to  write  to 
me. 

Kristen  Burton 
Rt.  7,  Box316F 
Tupelo,  MS  38801 
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March  3, 1994 


